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Characteristics of the Pdpulation Below the Poverty Level: 1979

NOTE

As part of the Bureau’s continuing effort to improve the quality and usefulness of its income and
poverty data, several important modifications were made in the collection and presentation of data from
the March Current Population Survey (CPS). Al 1979 poverty figures mentioned in the text are based on
the full set of modifications made in the March 1980 CPS. However, references to changes between 1978
and 1979 are based on statistics derived using comparable procedures for both years. A detailed discussion

of the modifications can be found in the section entitled “Modifications to the March 1980 CPS.”

It should also be noted that the poverty estimates in this report differ slightly from those published in
the 1979 advance report (Series P-60, No. 125) as a result of a correction to the weighting procedure. The
most noticeable differences appear in estimates for the Spanish-origin population. A discussion of this
correction can be found in the section, “Revisions to Previously Published March 1980 Estimates.”

This report presents detailed social and economic statistics
for the population of the United States below the poverty

- level in 1979 based on the March 1980 Current‘Population -

Survey (CPS). As in previous poverty reports, data are
presented by selected characteristics, such as race, family
relationship, type of residence, education, work experience,
and source of income. It should be noted that the term
“householder’’ is now used in both the text and detailed
tables of this report in place -of the term “head” which
appeared in earlier reports. See “Implementation of the
Householder Concept’ in the section, ““Modifications to the
March 1980 CPS” for further details. '

The poverty threshold for a nonfarm family of four
persons was $7,412 in 1979, about 11.3 percent higher than

the comparable’ 1978 threshold of $6,662. Poverty thresh-

olds are updated every year to reflect changes in the average
annual Consumer Price Index (CPI). (See appendix A for a
detailed explanation of the poverty definition.) In this text,
the terms. “poverty,”” “Iow-inéome," and “poor’ are used
interchangeably. Also, the phrases “families with a male
householder” and ‘“families with a female householder’” have

the same meaning as '‘families maintained by men” and

““families maintained by women."”

HIGHLIGHTS

There were 25.3 million persons below the poverty level -

in 1979 (11.6 percent_bf the total population), compared
with 24.5 million poor persons, in 1978. There was some
evidence that this increase was statAisticaIIy significant. The
percentage of the population below the poverty level was
unchanged.

Although the poverty rate for all persons was 11.6 percent
in 1979, many groups had poverty rates well above or below
the national average. For example, persons in families
maintained by women with no husband present had a
poverty rate of 35 percent, and female unrelated individuals
had a rate of 26 percent. Male unrelated individuals were also

above the average (17 percent), but persons in families
maintained by. men had a poverty rate of only 6 percent.
Among Blacks, the overall poverty rate was 31 percent, but
persons in families maintained by Black men were only
slightly above the national average at 14 percent. As might be
expected, persons working year round full time had very low
poverty rates regardless of race (2 percent for Whites and 5
percent for Blacks). The poverty rate for persons 65 years
old and over was 15 percent. '

Although there was some evidence of an increage in the
total number of persons below the poverty level between
1978 and 1979, only a few of the major subgroups within
the population experienced significant increases in the
number of poor or the poverty rate during this period. Table

.A compares poverty data for the two years by race, age,

residence, and type of family.

® There were 16.8 million Whites and 7.8 million Blacks
below the poverty level in 1979, not significantly different
from the previous year. As in earlier years, the poverty
rate for Whites (9 percent) was much lower than the rate
for Blacks (31 percent). Although Blacks accounted for
only 12 percent of the total U.S. population, they made
up 31 percent of the poverty population.

® About 2.9 million persons of Spanish origin were below
the poverty level in 1979;: their poverty rate was 22
percent, the same as in 1978. Persons of Spanish origin
acéounted for 11 percent of the poverty population in
1979. (it should be noted that **Spanish origin’* is not a
racial classification and that persons of Spanish origin are
also counted as White, Black, or members of other races.)

® The number of poor persons 65 years old and over rose
from 3.2 million in 1978 to 3.6 miltion in 1979. It is likely
that the high rate of inflation in 1979 (11.3 percent)
contributed to this increase. Social Security benefits
are pegged to the Consumer Price Index, but income re-
ceived by the elderly in 1979 from sources other than

1
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Social Security probably did not keep up with inflation.
There are large numbers of aged persons with incomes
just above the poverty line who may fall below it with
even a small decrease in real income,

® There were 9.7 million children under 18 yéars. old living

in families with incomes below the poverty level in 1979;
about one-third were under 6 years of age. The number of

‘poor children did not change significantly between 1978

and 1979. About two-fifths of all poor persons were
children under 18.

In 1979, there were 15.7 million persons below the
poverty level living in metropolitan areas. Of these, 9.5
million lived in central cities and 6.2 million lived in
suburban areas. Another 9.6 million poor persons lived in
nonmetropolitan areas. None of these figures was signifi-
cantly different from its 1978 counterpart. Poverty rates

were highest in 1979 for central city residents (16 percent)
and lowest for metropolitan area residents living outside
central cities (7 percent).

® Of the 25.3 million persons below the poverty level i

1979, 42 percent lived in the South. This region contained
about one-third of the total U.S. population. The poverty
rate for persons living in the South was 15 percent,
compared with 10 percent for the other regions combined
(referred to'in table A as ‘“North and West’’). Neither the
South nor the non-South experienced significant changes
between 1978 and 1979 in the number of poor or the
poverty rate. '

® There were 5.3 million families below the poverty level in

1979, the same as-in 1978. About one-half were families
with a female householder, no husband present. The
poverty rate for this group (30 percent) was much higher

Table A. Persons, Families, and Unrelated Individuals Below the Poverty Level: 1978 and 1979

(Numbers in thousands. Persons, families, and unrelated individuals as of March of the following year)

Below poverty level Poverty rate
Selected characteristics
1979 1978 1979 . 1978
All PErSONS......etitvuroecnnnnnnnnnnans *%25,345 24,497 11.6 11.4
White. . oottt ittt it ierirenennnns 16,823 © 16,259 8.9 : 8.7
BlacK. coveeensneennneinenenennernnannnnnnas . 7,838 7,625 30.9 30.6
Spanish originl........ ) *%2, 863 2,607 21.6 21.6
Under 65 years.......c.uovueiunnnnnenrnnnennnans 21,759 21,264 ) 11.2 11.0
65 years and OVer...........covvvenennennnnn.. »3,586 3,233 *15.1 13.9
Related children under 18 years.............. 9,738 9,722 16.0 - 15.7
Related children under 6 years............. 3,348 3,184 17.9 17.2
In metropolitan areas..........coeevvenunu... 15,732 15,090 . 10.7 10.4
In central cities......c..oivivuennnnnnnnna, 9,500 9,285 15.7 15.4
Outside central cities............c.vvu.... 6,232 5,805 7.2 6.8
Outside metropolitan areas............o.euu... ) 9,613 9,407 13.7 13.5
North and West........ooviininiiiennnnnnnnnn. 14,718 14,242 10.0 | - 9.8
South. . ..ottt i i i i e it e e, 10,627 10,255 ) 15.0 14.7
ALl £amilies....vivnerunennnnnennennn.. 5,320 5,280 9.1 9.1
Married-couple families........oeueuennenon.. 2,573 2,474 5.3 5.2
Male householder, no wife present............ . 172 152 10.1 1 9.2
Female householder, no husband present....... 2,575 2,654 30.2 31.4
White families................ et 3,515 3,523 6.8 6.9
Married-couple families...........e0nuuu... .. 2,058 2,033 4.7 4.7
Male householder, no wife present............ *%130 99 9.1 7.3
Female householder, no husband present....... 1,328 1,391 22.3 23.5
Black families.................... e 1,666 1,622 27.6 27.5
Married-couple families..... ceeesesiessnonnan #6437 366 . *%13.0 11.3
Male householder, no wife present....... e 34 48 13.3 17.7
* Female householder, no husband present....... 1,195 . 1,208 49.2 50.6
A1l unrelated individualS.............. -5,600 5,435 21.9 |. 22.1
Male....ovvirinennennnn. P 1,930 1,824 16.9 17.1
Female......votuiniiieinennrnnnenneneenennas. 3,669 3,611 26.0 26.0
White................. e e rereeaeseresianannn . 4,351 |- 4,209 ©19.7 19.8
_Black....... i ’ 1,143 1,132 36.8 38.6

»Significantly different from 1978 figures at the 95-percent confidence level.
»*Significantly different from 1978 figures between the 90- and 95-percent confidence levels.

lpersons of Spanish origin may be of any race.




than the rates for married-couple families (5 percent) and
families with a male householder, no wife present (10
percent). _ _
® |n 1979, the majority of White families below the poverty
level were married-couple families {59 percent). In con-
trast, most poor Black families were maintained by women
with no husband present (72 percent). For both races, the

proportion of poor families maintained by women has .

increased substantially since 1970 (table 1).

of Black married-couple families below the poverty level
rose from 370,000 to 440,000. These families showed a
significant decline in poverty between 1977 and 1978, but
the 1978-79 increase resulted in a figure that was nearly
the same as in 1977.

® There were 5.6 million unrelated individuals (persons 15
years old and over living alone or with nonrelatives) below
the poverty level in 1979: 1.9 million men and 3.7 million
women. The number of poor unrelated individuals did not
change significantly between 1978 and 1979, but in-
creased by about 400,000 between 1977 and 1979,
reflecting substantial increases in the total number of
unrelated individuals during this 2-year period. Unrelated
individuals accounted for 12 percent of all persons and 22
percent of persons below the poverty level in 1979,

WORK EXPERIENCE OF POOR WOMEN
WITH CHILDREN

Data from the CPS have consistently shown that a °

disproportionate share of the poverty population is com-
posed of women and children. In 1979, mothers and their
- children (defined as own children under 18 years old) made
up about two-fifths of the total population, but more than
one-half of all persons below the poverty level. In particular,
those living in families with no husband present: have
historically been highly vulnerable to economic hardship.
Children, of course, are not expected to be self-
supporting, but the work patterns of their mothers are of
considerable interest to analysts of the poverty population.
In 1979, the poverty rate for mothers who worked was only
8 percent, compared with 21 percent for those who did not
work at all. Overall, women with own children are more
likely to work than they were in the past; in 1979, 64
percent of all mothers worked some time during the year,

compared with 56 percent in 1974. However, the figures for ,

poor women with own children durmg this period were quite
different: mothers below the poverty level were less likely to
work than mothers in general, and there was no trend toward
increased participation in the labor force.
In 1979, there were 3.9 million poor mothers with own
children under 18 years old. Of these, 40 percent worked
“some time during the year, about the same percentage as in
1974 (table B). Only 6 percent of poor mothers were
year-round, full-time workers, compared with 8 percent in
1974, In 1979, poor working women with children worked
an average of 29 weeks, either full time or part time,
compared with 39 weeks for all working mothers. '

® While the total number of poor Black families did not
change significantly between 1978 and 1979, the number

H
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It appears that the age of their children is not a major
factor in determining whether or not poor women work.
About two-fifths of mothers below the poverty level in 1979
worked during the year, regardless of whether they had
pre-school children only, school-age children only, or both.
However, women whose children were older were more likely
to be year-round, full-time workers: in 1979, about 8 percent
of poor women with all children 6 to 17 years worked year
round full time, compared with just 2 percent of poor
women whose children were all under 6 years oid. As one
might expect, household responsibility was the major factor
keeping most nonworking mothers from holding jobs, espe-

{cially those with young children. When poor mothers who

 \did not work during 1979 were asked to give their main

reason for not working, 79 percent of all mothers and 84
percent of those with children under 6 years said they were
taking care of their families.

One of the key factors affecting the poverty status of
families is the presence or absence of a husband. Mothers
who maintain families by themselves are much more likely to,..
be poor than those whose husbands are present. The poverty
rate for wives of family householders with own children was *
only 6 percent in 1979, compared-with 40 percent for female
family householders with own children. This wide gap is
more the result of the economic contribution made by
husbands in married-couple families than of any differences
in the work experience of female householders and wives.
Mothers maintaining families with no husband present are
actually more likely to work than wives of householders with
children, although the differences are not extremely large. In
1979, 71 percent of mothers who were family householders
worked, compared with 63 percent of wives. Among mothers
below the poverty level, the comparable figures were 43
percent for householders and 36 percent for wives. Poor
working householders and wives both worked an average of
29 weeks durlng the year.

COLLECTION AND LIMITATIONS OF
POVERTY DATA

~These are some of the findings from the Income Supple-

. ment of the Census Bureau’s Current Population Survey of

March 1980. The information was collected from a sample of
persons representing the civilian noninstitutional population
and an estimated 855,000 members of the Armed Forces
living off post or with their families on post in the United
States. Because the collection of income data in the survey is
restricted to persons 15 vyears old and over, unrelated
individuals under 15 are excluded from this report.

The poverty definition used in this report is based on an
index developed at the Social Security Administration {SSA)

- in 1964, and revised by a Federal Interagency Committee in

1969. A directive from the Bureau of the Budget, originally
issued in 1969, established the Census Bureau's statistics on
poverty as the standard data series to be used by all Federal
agencies.!

'Statistical Policy Handbook, Directive 14, Office of Federal

Statistical Policy and Standards, U.S. Department of Commerce,
May 1978
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Table B. Work Experience of Women With Own Children Under 18 Years Old, by Poverty Status in 1974 and 1979

(Numbers in thousands.

Persons as of March of the following year)

1979 1974
Below poverty level
With
Work experience of women children |.
under
‘With all | With all 6 years
All children | children and All Below
income under 6 to 17 6 to 17 income poverty
levels Total 6 years years years levels level
ALL WOMEN WITH OWN CHILDREN
Total...cvuivieveceverennnenns . 30,931 3,867 1,080 1,729 1,059 30,543 3,677
Worked.......... seseeraraserscsccnee 19,931 1,543 427 696 419 17,037 1,451
Percent of total,,... cecores 64.4 39.9 39.5 40,3 39.6 55.8 39.5
Worked year round full time....... 7,999 223 21 143 - 59 6,412 286
Percent of total............ 25.9 5.8 1.9 8.3 5.6 21.0 7.8
Mean number of weeks worked....... 39.3 28.5 21,0 33.5 27.9 (NA) (NA)
Did not Work....veveeeceesesocoonces 11,000. 2,325 653 1,032 640 13,506 2,227
Percent of total,....co00uees. 35.6 60,1 60.5 59.7 60,4 44,2 60.6
Main reason for not working:
Keeping houS€...vceveeecesovnses 9,873 1,836 532 748 556 12,424 1,794
Percent of nonworkers,.... 89.8 79.0 81,5 72.5 86.9 92.0 78.8
Other reasoNS....ceeeeeeseccocses 1,128 489 121 284 84 1,082 433
WIVES OF HOUSEHOLDERS
WITH OWN CHILDREN
- —Totalll et vreeseennseanns 24,568 [ 1,473 379 . 6431 451 | 25,433 1,570
WOrKed. . seuesoaseosssnanssonnnnesone 15,499 534 143 243 147 13,7187 - 531
Percent of total....eeevvees 63.1 36.3 37.7 37.8 32.6 53.9 33.8
Worked year round full time....... 5,697 73 9 47 17 4,825 93
Percent of total...eeveeevees 23,2 5.0 2.4 7.3 3.8 19,0 5.9
Mean number of weeks worked,...... 38.7 29.0 20.1 34.8 28,2 (NA) (NA)
Did NOt WOTK..veuveeososoonsonvancese 9,069 939 236 400 304 11,716 1,039
Percent of total,,..veeeees. 36.9 63.7 62,3 62,2 67.4 46,1 66.2
Main reason for not working:
Keeping house....eceevececceneas 8,490 838 209 345 284 11,067 913
Percent of nonworkers..... 93.6 89,2 88.6 86.3 93.4 94,5 87.9
Other reasonNS......ceeeeveve. ceen 579 101 .27 54 20 649 126
FEMALE HOUSEHOLDERS, NO HUSBAND
PRESENT, WITH OWN CHILDREN
Total2, ... uureurerennsnnnns ees 5,340 2,135 566 1,002 567 5,110 2,107
Worked........coce0vuvane ceasees oo 3,801 910 231 420 258 3,319 920
Percent of total,........... 71.2 42,6 40.8 41.9 45.5 65.0 43.7
Worked year round full time,...... 2,063 145 12 91 42 1,587 193
Percent of total,.,..... cose 38.6 6.8 2.1 9.1 7.4 31.1 9.2
Mean number of weeks worked...,... 42.3 28.6 21.2 33.1 28,0 (NA) (NA)
Did not work.,..... ceeserrcscscsnsons 1,539 1,225 335 582 308 1,790 1,188
Percent of total,......e.... 28.8 57.4 59,2 58.1 54.3 35.0 56.4
Main reason for not working:
Keeping house..,..veceeevevonenee 1,112 893 265 372 257 1,357 881
Percent of nonworkers,.... 72.3 72.9 79.1 63.9 83.4 75.8 74,2
Other reasonS.....ceveceveccsses 427 332 70 210 52 433 307

NA Not available.

lFor 1974, includes wives of subfamily heads.

2For 1974, includes female subfamily heads.




The poverty concept is a statistical measure based on the
Department of Agriculture’s 1961 economy food plan. It
reflects the different consumption requirements of families
in relation to their size and composition, the sex and age of
the family householder, and farm-nonfarm residence. A ratio
of food expenditures to income of one-third, based on the

- Department of Agriculture’s 1955 Survey of Food Consump-

tion, was used to derive the original poverty thresholds from
the economy food plan. For further details, see appendix A.

When analyzing CPS data on the poverty population, it is
important to remember that these data are based on a sample
and are therefore subject to sampling variability. Particular
care should be exercised in the interpretation of figures based
on relatively small numbers of cases as well as small
differences between figures. An explanation of sampling
variability can be found in appendix B, and tables 16 and 40
show the standard errors of a number of poverty estimates.

Data on income collected in the CPS are limited to money
income received before payments for personal income taxes
and deductions for Social Security, union dues, Medicare
premiums, etc. Money income is the sum of the amounts
received from earnings; Social Security and public assistance
payments; dividends, interest, and rent; unemployment and
workers’ compensation; government and private employee
pensions; and other periodic income. (Certain money receipts
such as capital gains are not included.) Therefore, money
income does not reflect the fact that many families received
part of their income in the form of nonmoney transfers such
as food stamps, health benefits, and subsidized housing; that
many farm families received noncash benefits in the form of
rent-free housing and goods produced and consumed on the
farm; or that noncash benefits are also received by some
nonfarm residents in the form of access to business transpor-
tation and facilities, full or partial payments by business for
retirement programs, medical and educational expenses, etc.

These elements should be considered when comparing
income levels. In addition, it should be noted that nonmoney
income is not considered in calculating the poverty thresh-

olds, In recent years, however, receipts from nonmoney-

transfers, such as food stamps, have become an increasingly
important element in the income of poor persons. Data from
the March 1980 CPS show that about 56 percent of all poor

“househoids received at least one of the following means-

tested noncash benefits: food stamps, free or reduced-price
school lunches, Medicaid, and publicly owned or other
subsidized housing.?

The Bureau of the Census and the Department of Health
and Human Services are currently involved in a research
program désigned to improve and expand the collection of
income data. Over the past several years, this research has
been carried out as part of the Income Survey Development
Program. This research will provide the framework for the

Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP), which is

scheduled to begin in 1982. The major objective of SIPP is to
provide broader measures of economic well-being. The survey
will collect information on both cash and noncash income,

_participation in government programs, wealth, and taxes.

——————————

2 Current Population Reports, Series P-23, No. 110.
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Readers should be aware that for many different reasons
there is a tendency in household surveys for respondents to

" underreport their income. Underreporting tends to be more
- pronounced for income sources that are not derived from

earnings, such as Social Security, public assistance, unem-
ployment compensation, and net income from interest,
dividends, and rentals. Overall, income earned from wages or
salary is more accurately reported than other sources of
income. After editing and allocation of missing amounts,
wages and salaries in 1978 accounted for. approximately 97
percent of independently derived administrative sources. By
contrast, Socia! Security and public assistance payments to
beneficiaries in 1978 amounted to approximately 94 and 76
percent, respectively, of independently derived estimates.
Comparable estimates were not available for the poverty
population. For further details, see the section, “Compara-
bility of Current Population Survey Income Data with Other
Data” in appendix A..

A study which attempts to adjust the CPS data for
underreporting and to impute governlme'nt “inkind’’ transfer
program benefits, such as food stamps, Medicare, and
subsidized housing to families in the survey, has been
prepared by the Congressional. Budget Office (CBO).? Statis-
tical techniques were used to simulate eligibility and partici-
pation of persons in the various programs. For simulated .-
participants, the services received were given a money -
value” based on the assumption that the value of these
services to the beneficiaries is equal, on the ave'rage,.to the
government’s cost.

The CBO report represents one attempt to measure and
study the effects of adjusting for underreporting of money
income and the inclusion of nonmoney transfer payments on
the size distribution of income and poverty counts. Although
the procedures used by the CBO provide one approach, there
continues to ‘be a general lack of agreement on how to
measure and value in-kind income. The interested reader may
wish to consult a report by a governmental interagency task ™
force which discusses many of these issues.?

The poverty counts presented in the CBO report are not
entirely comparable to those presented in the P-60 reports
because the institutionalized population, members of the
Armed Forces living in group quarters, and the population of
Puerto Rico are included in the CBO report but are excluded
from the estimates presented here. In addition, the CBO
estimates, although based on data from the March 1976 CPS,
are for fiscal year 1976 rather than calendar year 1975. The
poverty threshold levels used in the CBO report were also
adjusted to cover the fiscal year reference period and,
therefore, do not match those published in Current Popula-
tion Reports, Series P-60, No. 106. :

It also should be noted that the poverty thresholds used in
this Census Bureau report correspond to a measure of income

3 Background Paper No. 17, Poverty Status of Families Under
Alternative Definitions of Income, Congress of the United States,
Congressional Budget Office, Washington, D.C., June 1977.

*The Measure of Poverty, A Report to Congress as Mandated by
the Education Amendments of 1974, and in particular, see Technical
Paper VII, “In-Kind Income and the Measurement of Povertv,”
prepared by Janice Peskin, U,S. Department of Health, Education,
and Welfare, April 1976.
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adequacy which was originally developed as a relative
measure based on money income.> Whether this measure also
would serve as a measure of income adequacy for an income
distribution which includes nonmoney as well as money
income as in the CBO report, is an issue which deserves
attention.%

In March 1980, for the first time, the CPS income
supplement included a group of questions on the receipt of
selected noncash benefits in 1979. The means-tested benefits
covered in the survey were: food stamps, free or reduced-
price school lunches, public or subsidized housing, and
Medicaid. Questions were also asked about.the following
nonmeans-tested benefits: Medicare, CHAMPUS or other
military health care, employee-provided pension plans, and
employer-provided group health insurance plans. Preliminary
data from this survey are contained in Current Population
Reports, Series P-23, No. 110, Characteristics of Households
and Persons Receiving Noncash Benefits: 1979. A report
presenting analysis.and detailed data collected in the March
1981 survey is planned for release in 1981. In addition,
researchers at the Census Bureau are currently investigating
alternative methods to value selected noncash benefits. The
results of this work will be published in a future technical
Paper. :

REVISION TO PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED
MARCH 1980 CPS ESTIMATES

Many of the estimates shown in this report differ slightly
from those published in the 1979 advance report on income
and poverty (P-60, No. 125). A correction was made to the
procedures for inflating the survey results to independent
population estimates. The most noticeable effect of the
correction is on data shown for persons and families of

" Spanish origin. A summary of the impact of the correction

on selected poverty estimates is shown in table C.

. MO_DIFICATIONS TO THE MARCH 1980 CPS

As mentioned earlier, several changes were made in the
collection and presentation of data from the March 1980
CPS. The changes include (1) use of a more detailed income
questionnaire for all sample households, (2) use of an
expanded sample, (3) implementation of the “householder’’
concept rather than the traditional “head”” concept, (4) ex-

clusion of a small number of ‘‘secondary families’ from the -

count of all families, (5) use of more detailed income
intervals in the upper range of the income distribution,
(6) introduction of the new farm definition, and (7) restric-

tion of the population with income to persons 15 years old’

and over,

These seven changes cause some complications when
comparing poverty statistics for 1979 with those for 1978. In
the text, all poverty numbers referenced are based on the full
set of modifications that were made to the March 1980 CPS;
these statistics are, in essence, the best estimates for 1979.

However, in order to obtain a purer measure of change frdm

$Sacial Secunty Bulletin, "Counting the Poor: Another Look at
the Poverty Profile,” January 1965,
¢ See The Maasure of Povarry report for a more complete discussion
of this issue,

1978, we have calculated some poverty estimates for 1979
that are comparable to the 1978 estimates in .several
important respects. For example, table D shows the number
of farm residents below the poverty level in 1979 to be
857,000, based on the head concept and the old farm
definition, compared with 773,000 after all of the changes to
the March 1980 survey were made. Although the 1979
poverty figures mentioned in the text are based on the
modified procedures, references to changes between 1978
and 1979 are based on statistics derived using comparable
procedures for both years. However, in all cases where 1979
statistics were calculated using both the old and new
procedures, no significant differences were found. The
following discussion provides the details of the changes that
were made and identifies, where possible, their impact on the
poverty estimates.

Use of a More Detailed Income Questionnaire

A modified version of the experimental questionnaire
which was tested on three-eighths of the March 1979 sample
was used for the full sample in March 1980. The experi-
mental questionnaire contained a number of modifications
designed to improve income reporting: e

1. Probes were added to identify circumstances which could
result in the receipt of specific income types. For
example, a question concerning injuriés or work-related
illnesses was added to help identify persons likely to have
received workers’' compensation payments.

2. More detailed sources of income were enumerated.

3. The questionnaire was designed to facilitate the recording
of income received jointly between husbands and wives,
such as interest from savings accounts.

4. Because of the additional probing, most questions con-
cerning ‘‘unearned” income sources were asked using
houshold screener questions in order to reduce respondent
burden.

An analysis of data from the March 1979 CPS indicated
that the new approach brought about some improvements in
reporting for certain types of income, particularly property
income and some government transfer payments. There was
in increase in recipiency for interest, dividends, rent, veter-
ans’ payments, unemployment compensation, and workers’
compensation. o

A detailed discussion of the experiment and its impact on
the 1978 poverty data can be found in Current Population
Reports, Series P-60, No. 124,

Use of an Expanded Sample

As part of an effort to increase the reliability of CPS data
for specific geographical areas, the CPS sample has been
periodically expanded. Income and poverty estimates from
the March 1980 CPS are based on a sample which included
10,300..more_households than_the March 1979 CPS, thus

~

raising the entire sample to 65,200 interviewed households.
It is not currently possible to examine separately the impact
of the expanded sample on the poverty estimates since the

March 1980 CPS was processed using only the expanded




Table C. Comparison of 1979 Poverty Data Based on Corrected Wei

in the Advance Report on Income and Poverty in 1979

(Numbers in thousands. Persons and families as of March 1980)

ghting Procedure With Data Previously Published

Below poverty level

Poverty rate

Based on Based on
Selected characteristics corrected Published in corrected Published in
welghting advance weighting advance
procedure rt»:port:l procedure report:1
PERSONS
All PerSONS. .. v vt rivenreeneneneennnnn, 25,345 25,214 11.6 11.6
WHLTE. e vteteene e et e 16,823 16,688 8.9 8.9
BlacK. . oottt ittt i et e e 7,838 7,840 30.9 30.9
Spanish origin?............ ... ... il 2,863 2,671 21.6 21.6
Family Status
In families......oviiiiiiinnnnrnninennnnnnn,, 19,394 19,292 10.1 10.1
Householder.............coiiiinvnnnnnnnnnn.. 5,320 5,292 9.1 9.1
Related children under 18 years............ 9,738 9,680 16.0 15.9
Other family members..............ovvuu.... 4,336 4,321 6.0 6.0
In unrelated subfamilies...........euevnunn.. 351 346 41.6 41.4
Unrelated individuals..............couuun.... 5,600 5,575 21.9 21.8
Male. ottt ittt 1,930 1,912 16.9 16.7
Female.....oooivnnnetiinnennnnnnnanennnnn, 3,669 3,664 26.0 25.9
Age
Under 15 years.......couvieeeeneennneennnnnnnss 8,438 8,381 17.0 16.9
15 to 24 years....oovviiininnnnnnennnninnnnn. 4,924 4,891 12.2 12.1
25 to 44 years......iiiiiiii et 4,764 4,729 7.9 7.8
45 10 54 Jears... . iiiiii i, 1,653 1,652 7.3 7.3
55 to 64 years........ e reeeeriiieaes 1,979 1,977 9.5 9.5
65 years and over..........ciiceiiinnninnnan.. 3,586 3,584 15.1 15.1
Residence
Nonfarm......coooniiuiiiiinininnnnnnnnnnn., 24,572 24,436 11.6 11.5
Farm. .. e e e 773 778 13.2 13.2
" In metropolitan Areas........................ 15,732 15,612 10.7 10.6
In central cities..................0vuu.... 9,500 9,421 15.7 15.6
Outside central cities..................... 6,232 6,191 7.2 7.1
Outside metropolitan areas................... 9,613 9,602 13.7 '13.7
FAMILIES
All families.........coooivinnnnnnnn.., 5,320 5,292 9.1 9.1
Married-couple families...................... 2,573 2,552 5.3 5.3
Male householder.................cc.vuun.... 2,463 2,444 5.3 5.3
Female householder...............covvunu... 110 108 6.7 6.6
Male householder, no wife present............ 172 172 10.1 10.1
Female householder, no husband present....... 2,575 2,568 30.2 30.1
White famildes...............ccuiivennn... 3,515 3,487 6.8 6.8
Married-couple families...................... 2,058 2,036 4.7 4.6
Male householder...............cvuuvunnn... 1,990 1,970 4.7 4.6
Female householder............covvveunuennn. 68 66 4.9 4.8
Male householder, no wife present............ 130 130 9.1 9.2
Female householder, no husband present....... 1,328 1,321 22.3 22.2
Black families...........o0vvenerunnnnnss 1,666 1,666 27.6 27.6
Married-couple families...................... 437 437 13.0 13.0
Male householder................covvnnn... . 401 401 12.8 12.8
Female householder................c.c....... 36 35 16.4 16.2
Male householder, no wife present............ 34 34 13.3 13.3
Female householder, no husband present....... 1,195 1,195 49.2 49.2
Spanish-origin families.................. 610 567 19.7 20.1
Married-couple families...................... 302 273 12.7 12.9
Male householder.................covuuuun.. 290 261 12.7 12.8
Female householder......................... 12 12 14.4 14.4
Male householder, no wife present............ 16 15 11.9 12.0
Female householder, no husband present....... 293 279 49.3 49.0

lcurrent Population Reports, Series P-60, No. 125.
Zpersons of Spanish origin may be of any race.

It
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Table D. Comparison of 1979 Poverty Data Based on the Householder Concept and New Farm Definition, and the Head

Concept and Old Farm Definition

(Numbers in thousands.

Persons and families as of March 1980)

Selected characteristics

Number below poverty level

Poverty rate

Householder
concept and new

Head concept
and old farm

Householder
concept and new

Head concept
and old farm

farm definition definition | farm definition definition
PERSONS
All persons................ ..., AP 25,345 25,310 11.6 11.6
L2 R T 16,823 16,789 8.9 8.9
23 T 7,838 7,837 30.9 30.9
Spanish ordgin®.................. ... ...l 2,863 2,863 21. 21.6
Family Status
In families............ccoiiiiiininnnnnnnnn... 19,394 19,715 10.1 10.3
Householder...................o.0iiuuun..., 5,320 5,458 9.1 9.3
" Related children under 18 years. Ceeeaae. 9,738 9,917 16.0 16.1
Other family members....................... 4,336 4,341 6.0 6.0
In unrelated subfamilies...............,...... 351 (x) 41.6 (X)
Unrelated individuals..............c.v0unnn.. 5,600 5,594 21.9 21.9
L 1,930 1,929 16.9 16.8
Female. . oooiunnnniiineuninneunnennnnnnnnn,s 3,669 3,666 26.0 25.9
Age
Under 15 years.......oivuvununnninnnnnnnnnnn, 8,438 8,433 17.0 17.0
15 t0 24 years.....cveiviiiiiinininennnnnnn.. 4,924 4,916 12.2 12.2
25 to 44 years......o.viennan., I 4,764 4,762 7.9 7.9
45 to 54 years..... ...t 1,653 1,648 7.3 7.3
55 to 64 yearS.. ..ttt e 1,979 1,975 9.5 9.4
65 years and over...................... IREEEE 3,586 3,576 15.1 15.1
Residence
Nonfarm. . .coviennennnnnnininnnennnnnnnnn, 24,572 24,453 11.6 11.6
- 773 857 13.2 12.2
In metropolitan areas........................ 15,732 15,732 10.7 10.7
In central cities.................cevuu.n.. 9,500 9,500 15.7 15.7
Outside central cities..................... 6,232 6,232 7.2 7.2
Outside metropolitan areas............. Ceeeen 9,613 9,578 13.7 13.6
FAMILIES
ALl families.....couivrinvnnnnnnnnnnnnn 5,320 5,311 9.1 9.1
Married-~couple families.........c.oovuenvon... 2,573 2,565 5.3 5.3
Male householder........................... 2,463 2,565 5.3 5.3
Female householder........ et 110 (X) 6.7 x)
Male householder, no wife present............ 172 171 10.1 10.0
Female householder, no husband present....... 2,575 2,575 30.2 30.2
White families............cvvivnnnnn.n.. 3,515 3,506 6.8 6.8
Married-couple families...................... 2,058 2,049 4.7 4.7
Male householder................covuuvunnnn. 1,990 2,049 4.7 4.7
Female householder...................u..... 68 X) 4.9 (x)
Male householder, no wife present............ 130 129 9.1 9.1
Female householder, no husband present....... 1,328 1,328 22.3 22.3
Black families ........................... 1,666 1,667 27.6 27.6
Married-couple families...................... 437 437 13.0 13.0
Male householder........................... 401 437 12.8 13.0
Female householder......................... 36 (6.9) 16.4 (X)
Male householder, no wife present............ 34 34 13.3 13.3
Female householder, no husband present....... 1,195 1,195 49.2 49.2
Spanish-origin families.................. 610 611 ©19.7 19.7
Married-couple families...................... 302 303 12.7 12.7
Male householder.......... 290 303 12.7 12.7
_Female householder. . e e A2 e XY _ D 2T I ¢ 9)
Male householder, no wife present ..... .. 16 16 11.9 1179
Female householder, no husband present....... 293 293 49.3 49.3

X Not applicable.

lpersons of Spanish origin may be of any race.




sample and the March 1979 CPS did not contain the
expanded sample. Although an expansion of the sample
normally reduces sampling variability, the effect of this
particular supplementation on the national estimates was not
large. Consequently, the parameters used for standard errors
are the same as those used in the March 1979 CPS.

Implementation of the Householder Concept

The March 1980 CPS also incorporated the use of the
“householder” concept rather than the traditional ‘’head”
concept. Under the new procedure, the householder is the

first adult household member listed on the questionnaire. -

The instructions call for listing first the person (or one of the
persons) in whose name the home is owned or rented. |f the
house is owned jointly by a married couple, either the
husband or the wife may be listed first, therby becoming the
reference person, or householder, to whom the relationship
of the other household members is recorded. In the past, the
husband was always designated as the head in a husband-wife
family. The March 1980 CPS indicated that approximately

1.6 million women (or 3 percent) identified themselves as the -
_householder in married-couple-families. Only about 110,000 -

of these married-couple families were below the poverty level
" (table D). .
" The use of the new householder concept did not have an
effect on the number of poor families in 1979, but it did
have a slight impact on the composition of the poverty
population. The number of poor families did not change
because the matrix of poverty thresholds for- 1979 was used
in the same manner as with the head concept. The poverty
matrix, which has separate categories for male head and
- female head, is based on the assumption that a female-headed
family has no husband present. This assumption is implicit in
the food consumption data used to derive the poverty
thresholds.” For consistency, the matrix used in the March
1980 CPS to designate poverty status for families is based on
the two major categories: ‘‘Female householder, no husband

present” and “All other householders.” (See tables A-2 and-

A-3.) Consequently, use of the householder concept did not
affect the number of poor families. The composition of
poor families was slightly affected where the data are shown
by characteristics of the householder, since the householder
was sometimes a different person than the head. However,
since so few women in married-couple families were desig-
nated as the householder, the effect was very small.

Exclusion of Secondary Families

Another change made in the March 1980 CPS was the
exclusion of secondary families (now called unrelated sub-
families) from the count of all families. This modification
was required because of the introduction of the householder
concept since unrelated subfamilies do not have a house-
holder. However, unrelated subfamilies are presented sepa-
rately, particularly since the size of this group has been
growing recently. In the March 1980 CPS, there were an
estimated 348,000 unrelated subfamilies.

A further dlscussmn of the poverty definition can be found in
appendix A.
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The exclusion of unrelated subfamilies from the count of
all families lowered the number of poor families from
5,466,000 to 5,320,000 in the March 1980 CPS. However,
the change had no effect on the number of poor persons. The
family status of members of unrelated subfamilies was
retained for the purpose of designating poverty status. This
practice was followed because unrelated subfamilies are
presumably no different than other families with respect to
sharing expenses, etc. The poverty matrix has separate
thresholds for families and unrelated individuals, with impli-
cit assumptions about living arrangements (tables A-2 and
A-3).

Use of More Detailed Income Intervals

The March 1980 CPS money income data are presented in
Series P-60, No. 129, with more detailed income intervals in
the upper range of the income distribution than were
previously shown. The same number of intervals were
retained in order to facilitate the programming changes that

were required, resulting in a loss of detail at the lower end of "
_the income distribution. To compensate for this loss, two

new tables have been added to this poverty report, showing

detailed - income distributions for families and unrelated.
individuals with incomes below $15,000. (See tables 45 and -
48.) It should be noted that the change in the width of .the

income intervals has no influence on the size or charac-
teristics of the poverty population.

Introduction of the New Farm Definition

The March 1980 CPS also employed a different defini-
tion of a farm-than was used in the March 1979 CPS.
According to the old definition, farm residence was deter-
mined by responses to two questions: (1) ““Does this place
you (own/rent}) have 10 acres or more?”’ and (2) “During

the past 12 months, how much did sales of crops, livestock e '
and other farm products from this place amount to (under

$50, $50 to $249, $250 to $999, or $1 000 or more)?”
The household was classified as being in the farm population
if either (a) the acreage response was ““Yes” and sales
amounted to $50 or more or {b) the acreage response was
“No” and sales amounted to $250 or more. All other house-
holds were classified as nonfarm, which comprises persons
living in urban areas and persons not on farms living in rural
areas. Under the new definition, as used in the 1974 Census
of Agriculture, a farm is any rural place from which $1,000
or more of agncultural products were sold in the reporting
year.

Use of the new farm deflnltlon had a slight impact on
the number of poor families and persons. In the matrix of
poverty thresholds, the farm cutoffs are set at 85 percent of
the nonfarm cutoffs. As mentioned earlier, the new farm
definition resulted in fewer families and persons living on
farms. Consequently, the higher nonfarm poverty thresholds
were used to determine poverty status for those who were
reclassified from farm to nonfarm. The net result was an
increase in the estimated number of poor persons from

25,310,000 to 25,345 000 in the March 1980 CPS. (See
table D).
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Restriction of the Income Universe

The final change made in the March 1980 CPS was the
decision to restrict the universe for tabulating income data to

persons 15 years old and over instead of 14 years old and 4

over. This change was made to establish consistency between
the results from the March 1980 CPS and the 1980 Census -
of Population. Although income data were collected for
persons 14 years old and over, the income of the 14-year-olds
was not used for processing and tabulation purposes. Con-
sequently, it is not possible to precisely determine the impact
of this change on the overall poverty estimates. However, in
the March 1979 CPS, there were about 3.9 million 14-year-
olds and only 34 percent had some income. The poverty
counts would be influenced if the exclusion of income
received by 14-year-olds was sufficient to lower family
income below the corresponding poverty threshold. In
addition, the change in the universe means that unrelated
- individuals who are 14 years old are now excluded from the
poverty universe, reducing the number of poor by approxi-
mately 300,000 people. In summary, the overall impact of
the change can be safely assumed to be exceedingly small.

RELATED MATERIALS

Current Population Survey

Current Population Survey Reports. A detailed explanation
of the poverty concept appears in Current Population Re-
ports, Series P-23, No. 28, Revision in Poverty Statistics,
1959 to 1968 and in The Measure of Poverty, A Report to
Congress as Mandated by the Education Amendments of
1974, prepared by a Poverty Studies Task Force under the
auspices of the Department of Health, Education, and
Welfare. This report also discusses limitations of the current
poverty definition and presents alternative methods for
measuring poverty, .

A detailed description of the original poverty -index
developed by the Social Security Administration appears in
the following articles by Mollie Orshansky published in the °
Social Security Bulletin: *'Counting the Poor: Another Look
at the Poverty Profile,” January 1965, and "“Who's Who
Among the Poor: A Demographic View of Poverty,” July
1965.

Data on poverty based on the original poverty definition

-appear in Current Population Reports, Series P-60, No. 54,
The Extent of Poverty in the Unitéd States: 1959 to 1966.
Comprehensive data and analysis of poor persons and
families based on the revised definition of poverty appear in
later reports in the P-60 series. Poverty data are also included
in some reports in the P-20 and P-23 series of the Current
Population Reports. All relevant titles are listed on the inside
of the back cover of this report. Data based on the Current

Population Survey showing the distribution of families and

"~ persons, by income levels also appear in the P-60 seriés: the ™~

latest report is P-60, No. 129, Money Income of Families and
Persons in the United States: 1979.

A summary of the changes in the composition of the low-
income population since 1959 and the limitations of the
data used to quantify poverty are presented in “Trends and

Composition of the Low-Income Population,” by Renee
Miller and Arno Winard, Proceedings of the Social Statistics
Section, American Statistical Association, 1974,

Possible modifications to the current poverty definition
are discussed in a paper entitled ‘‘Impreving the Poverty
Definition,” by Carol Fendler and Mollie Orshansky,
Proceedings of the Social Statistics Section, American Sta-
tistical Association, 1979. The paper disusses the rationale
for and results of two types of changes: (1) simplifying the

~ poverty matrix by eliminating certain variables and (2)

updating the thresholds to take into account current nutri-
tional knowledge and more recent data on U.S. consumption
patterns. Some of the changes explored in the paper, particu-
larly the elimination of differentials based on farm-nonfarm
residence and sex of the family householder, are under
consideration by the Office of Federal Statistical Policy and
Standards, and may be implemented in the near future.

Preliminary data on the receipt of noncash benefits in
1979, including the poverty status of recipients, appear in
Current Population Reports, Series P-23, No. 110, Character-
istics of Households and Persons Receiving Noncash Benefits:
1979,

Office of Economic Opportunity Tabulations. The contents
of the tabulations originally sponsored by the Office of
Economic Opportunity (OEQ) are outlined in appendix C.
These tabulations contain more detailed cross-classifications
by age than are shown in the tables presented in this report.

Survey of Income and Education

The Survey of Income and Education (S1E) was a one-time
survey of approximately 151,000 interviewed households
nationwide, conducted in each State by the Bureau of the
Census between April and July 1976. The purpose of the
SIE was to provide estimates of the number of children 5 to
17 years old in poverty families in each State and the District
of Columbia, as required by the Education Amendments of
1974, .

In addition to collecting income data needed to determine
poverty status, the opportunity presented by such a large
survey was also used to gather some additional income-
related information not usually collected in the Census
Bureau’s current income surveys. Such data include the
receipt of food stamps, housing costs for homeowners and
renters, and estimated cash assets. Also, information relevant
to a number of Department of Health, Education, and
Welfare (HEW) programs was collected, including data on
English language proficiency, school enroliment, food stamp
and public assistance recipiency, housing tenure, liquid asset
holdings, child and adult disability, and health insurance
coverage.

lncome and poverty data from the SIE have been published
in a series of four reports (one for each of the four major
regions in the "Nation): "CUrrent Population” Reports,~Serias
P-60, No. 110 (Northeast); No. 111 (North Central): No.
112 (South); and No. 113 (West). Each report presents data
for the divisions and States within the region and for the
total ‘United States. Contained in the reports are income
distributions and poverty data for families, persons, and




unrelated individuals, cross-classified by a broad range of
socioeconomic and demographic characteristics similar in
content to data published from the Current Population
Survey. The income tables include such characteristics as
residence, housing tenure, age, race, size and type of family,
number of children under 18 years old, number of earners,
and occupation, work experience, and education of head. In
addition to many of the above characteristics, the poverty
tables also include information on reasons for not working,
type of income, subsidized housing of renters, and living
arrangements for unrelated individuals.

An additional report, Current Population Reports, Series
P-20, No. 334, Demographic, Social, and Economic Profile
of States: Spring 1976, presents summary data from the
SIE on a wide variety of characteristics (ihcluding poverty
status) for the 50 States and the District of Columbia,
divisions, regions, and the entire United States. Several of the
tables include comparable data from the 1970 census.

Data on income and poverty for calendar year 1975 from
the SIE differ somewhat from those based on the CPS. In

-general, the estimates of median income from the SIE are

slightly higher than comparable estimates from the CPS. For
example, the median family income from the SIE was
$14,094, compared with $13,719 from the CPS. Estimates of
the number of persons below the poverty level by various
characteristics from the SIE are generally lower than from
the CPS. For example, there were 23,991,000 persons
below the poverty level in 1975 from the SIE, compared
with 25,877,000 from the CPS.

Although two major aspects of these surveys were the
same—the money income concept and the questionnaire
wording and design—there were some significant procedural
differences which probably cause the income estimates in
these surveys to differ. For a detailed discussion of these
differences, see the published SIE reports.

Decennial Censuses

Poverty data collected in the 1970 Census of Population
appear in a number of published reports. Selected charac-
teristics of persons, families, and unrelated individuals below
the poverty level, for the United St‘ates, each of the States,

counties, standard metropolitan statistical areas, urbanized
areas, and urban places are presented in 1970 Census of

_Population, Vol. {, Characteristics of the Population, chapter

C, "“General Social and Economic Characteristics.” Statistics
on poverty status in 1969 of persons and families by detailed
characteristics, including cross-classifications by race, age,
weeks worked, education, type of family, etc., are presented

in 1970 Census of Population, Vol. |, Characteristics of the-

Population, chapter D, ‘‘Detailed Characteristics,’”” for some -

or all of the following areas: United States, each of the
States, and standard metropolitan statistical areas of 250,000
inhabitants or more. Further information is contained in
Data Access Description No. 29, Collection, Evaluation, and
Processing Series CEP-7, Low-Income Data from the 1970
Census.

Cross-classifications of pbverty status in 1969 for persons

and families by detailed social, economic, and housing
characteristics are presented in 1970 Census of Population,
Vol. Hl, Report PC(2)-9A, Low-Income Population. Tables

are generally for the United States, although some are™:-

repeated for regions and metropolitan-nonmetropolitan

residence. .Data on the social, economic, and.housing char- -

acteristics of the low-income population residing in poverty

areas in the 50 largest cities can be found in 1970 Census of -
Population, Vol. I, Report PC(2)-9B, Low-Income Areas

in Large Cities; Supplementary Report PC(S1), 56, Selected
Characteristics of the Population in Low-Income Areas of

Large Cities; and Supplementary Reports PC{S1)-65 to PC

(S1)-103, Low-Income Neighborhoods in Large Cities: 1970.
Selected data on the poverty status in 1969 and 1959 of
persons and families for the United States, each of the States,
counties, standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA's),

and central cities of large SMSA’s appear in 1970 Census of

Population, Supplementary Report PC(S1)-105, 'Poverty
Status in 1969 and 1959 of Persons and Families, for States,

SMSA’s, Central *Cities, and Counties: 1970 and 1960. -

Poverty data collected in the 1980 Census of Population
for States and their subdivisions will become available in
1982. Current plans call for the published 1980 census

Friv

poverty data to be basically comparable with the data ’

presented in 1970.
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Table 1. Persons Below the Poverty Level, by Family Status, Type of Family, Race, and Spanish Origin: 1959 to 1979

(NUMBERS IN THOUSANDS, PERSONS AS OF MARCH OF THE FOLLOWING YEAR, FOR MEANING OF SYMBOLS, SEE TEXT)

NUMBER BELOW POVERTY LEVEL

PERCENT BELOW POVERTY LEVEL

TOTALY IN FAMILIES TOTAL? IN FAMILIES
YEAR RELATED UNRE=~ RELATED UNRE-
65 YEARS CHILOREN | OTHER | LATED 65 YEARS CHILDREN | OTHER | LATED
ALL AND HOUSE- | UNDER | FAMILY | INDI- ALL AND HOUSE-| UNDER | FAMILY | INDI-
PERSONS OVER| TOTAL | HOLDER (18 YEARS | MEMBERS | VIDUALS | PERSONS OVER | TOTAL | HOLDER [18 YEARS | MEMBERS | VIDUALS
ALL_PERSONS
ALL RACES
1979 . o v v .. ... .| 25345| 3586 19 304 53200 9738 433| 5600 11,6 '- L 15.1 10.4 9.1 16.0 6.0 21.9
1978 o v v v o 0 . .. .| 24497| 3 233| 19 062] 5280] 9722 4059| 5435 . "14,0 10.0 9.1 15.7 5.7 22.1
1977 0 o o v o 0 o o . o} 24 720] 3177| 19 805] 5311 10028 4 165 5 216 11, 14,1 10.2 9.3 16.0 5.9 22.6
1976 4 o w0 v w o w . L] 24975( 33131 19632] 5311 10081 4240 5 344 11, 15.0 10.3 9.4 15.8 6.0 24.9
1975 . . v . o . .., .| 25877| 3 317| 20 789| 5 450| 10 882 | 4 457! 3 088 12. 15.3 10.9 9.7 16.8 6o4 | 2501
19797, o v s oo L .| 23370 3 085| 18 817] 4 922 9 97| 3928 4 583 11, 14,6 9.9 8.8 15.1 5.7 24.1
1974 . . w0 v w . .. .| 24 260| 3308 19 440| 5109 10 196 & 135 4 820 11, 15.7 10.2 9.2 15.5 650 25.5
1973 , . ... ... .. 22973| 3384 18 299| & 828 453 4 018 | 4 674 1, 16.3 9.7 8.8 14,2 5.9 25.6
1972 .y o v v 4w o4 . .| 24 460) 3738 19577| 5075 10082 4420 4 8e3 11, 18,6 10.3 9.3 14.9 6.6 29,0
1970 o0 v 0w o v . .| 25559 4 273| 20 405| 5 303| 10 344 | 4 787| 5 154 12, 21.6 10.8 10.0 15,1 7.2 31.6
1970 . o v w v 4w o4 . .| 25420] 4 709 20 330] 5260| 10235| 4 835| 5 090 1 24,5 10.9 '10.1 14.9 7.4 32.9
19697, . v . o . ... .| 24 147] 4 787| 19 175] 5008 9501| 4667 4 972 1E. 25.3 10.4 9.7 13.8 7.2 34.0
1968 o o o 0 v w .o . .| 25389| 4632 20695| 5047 10739 4909 4 694 12.8 25.0 11.3 10.0 15.3 7.8 34.0
1967 o o o v o 0 2 o . .| 277691 5388| 22 771| 5 66T7| 11 427| 5 677| 4 998 14,2 29.5 12.5 11.4 16.3 9.1 38.1
19667, . . .. ... . .| 285100 5 114| 23809| 5 784| 12 146| 5879 4 701 14,7 28,5 13.1 11.8 17.4 9.5 38.3
1966 o . . . .. .. . .| 30 424 (NA) | 25 614| 6 200| 12 876| 6 538| 4 810 15.7 (NA) 14.2 12.7 18.4 10.5 38.9
1965 o o v v o o v . . .| 33385 (NA) | 28 388( 6 721| 14 388| 7 249 & 827 17,3 (NA) 15.8 13.9 20.7 11.8 39.8
1964 4 o 4 v o v s u . .| 36055 (NAY| 30 912 7 160| 15 736| 8 016 5 143 19,0 (NA) 17.4 15.0 22.7 13.3 42.7
1963 . o ¢ v .. v .. W 36436 (NAY [ 31 498| 7554 15691 | 8 283 | 4 938 19.5 (NA) 17.9 15.9 22.8 13.8 44,2
1962 o« 4 v o 4 a4 . W] 38625 (NAY| 33 623| 8077 16 630 | 8 916| 5 002 21.0 (NA) 19.4 17.2 24.7 15,1 45,4
1961 o o o v o v v w o] 39 628 (NA)| 34 509 8391| 16577| 9541 | 5 119 21,9 (NA) 20.3 18.1 25.2 16,5 45,9
1960 o o o v o w v . . .| 39851 (NA) | 34 925( 8 293| 17 288 9 394 | & 926 22.2 (NA) 20.7 18.1 26.8 1642 45,2
1959 ¢ o o o o v u v . .| 39490 5481 34562 8 320 37 208] 9034 4 928 22.4 35,2 20.8 18.5 26.9 15.9 46.1
WHITE i
1979 . . . . . of 16823 2840 12 213| 38515| S5 759| 2939 4 353 8.9 13,2 7.4 6.8 1.4 446 19.7
1978 ., ... . .| 16259| 25830| 1208 | 3823| 567 2882| 4 209 8.7 12.1 7.3 6.9 11.0 4,5 19.8
1977 . . ... | 6416 2426] 12 364| 3 860| 5943| 2882| 4 051 8,9 11.9 7.5 7.0 11.4 4.6 20.4
1976 . . . . . oo 16 713] 2633 12800 3560 6038| 2906| 4213 9.1 13.2 7.5 7.1 11,3 4,7 22.7
e .o AT 70| 263%| 13799 3838 6748| 3 213| 3972 9.7 13.4 8.3 7.7 12.5 5,2 22.7
c e s s e e . o] 15736] 2460 12181 33%2| 6079| 2750 3 555 8.6 12.8 7.3 6.8 11.0 4.5 21.8
1976 0 v o 0 v s w0 . .| 16.290( 2 642| 128517| 3uB2| 6 180| 2855 3773 8.9 13,8 7.5 7.0 11.2 4.7 23.2
1973 0 4 v v oo o . .| 15182 2698] 11 412| 3219 S5462| 2731| 3730 8,4 14,4 6.9 6.6 9.7 4.5 23.7
1972 v o o o o v o . o| 16203 3072 12268 3441| 5783| 3043| 3 o35 9.0 16.8 7.4 7.1 10.1 5.1 27.1
1970 s 0 o v o s v o o o 17780 3605 13566 3751 6 341| 3474 | 4 214 9.9 19.9 8.2 7.9 10.9 5.8 29.6
1970 o & o v o s o v o o 17484 39841 13323| 3708 6138| 3477| 4 161 9.9 22,5 8.1 8.0 10.5 5.9 30.8
19692, o o v o v o v . .| 16659 4 082| 12 623| 3575 5667| 3381 4 036 9.5 23.3 7.8 7.7 9.7 5.8 32.1
1968 , o . o . ... o] 17T 395( 3939| 13546F 3616 6 375| 3857| 3 849 10,0 23.1 8.4 8.0 10.7 6.3 32.2
1967 o v o o o w0 v . .| 18983 & sB6| 18 851| 4086 6729 4066| 4 132 11.0 27.7 9.2 9.0 11.3 7.2 36.5
19667, . o . . w4 .. .| 19290 4 357| 15430 4106 7204 4 120| 3 860 11,3 26.4 9.7 9.3 12.1 To4 36.1
1966 . . . . . a ... .| 20751 (NA) [ 16 7321 4 4Bi| 7 e649| 4602 4 019 12.2 (NA) 10.5 10,2 12.8 8.2 37.3
1965 . . . ... ... .| 22496 (NA) [ 18508 4824 B8595] 5089| 3988 13,3 (NA} 11.7 11.1 14.4 9.2 38.1
1964 o o v v o v b . o | 24 957 (NA)| 20 7t6| 5 2%8| 9573| 5 885| & 241 14,9 INA) 13.2 12.2 16.1 10,8 40.7
1963 c e e 25 238 (NA) [ 21 149| S466| 9749 S 934 | 4o089| 15,3 (NA) 13.6 12.8 16.5 11,0 42.0
1962 e e 26 672 (NA) [ 22 613| 5887| 10 382| 6344 4 059 6.4 (NA) 14,7 13.9 17.9 12.0 42.7
1961 . 27 890 (NAY| 23 747| 6 205| 10 614| 6 928 | 4 143 17.4 (NA) 15.8 14,8 18.7 133 43,2
1960 e e e 26 309 (NA) | 24 2621 6 115| 11 229! 6918 4 047 17.8 (NA) 16.2 14,9 20.0 13.3 43,0
1959 e e e e 28 484 | 4 T44| 24 443| 6 185| 11386 6872 4 oul 18,1 33.1 16.8 15,2 20.6 13.3 44,1
BLACK
1979 e e e o] 7838 76| 6 614 16661 3695| 1252| 1 143 30,9 35.5 29.9 27.6 40.7 17.9 36.8
1978 e e e W] 7625 662| 6 493] 1622 3781 109 | 1132 30.6 33.9 29.5 27.5 41.2 15,7 38.6
1977 e e e e e | 7726 70L| 6 667] 1637 385 | 1181| 1 059 31.3 36.3 30.5 28.2 41,6 17.4 37.0
1976 e .| 789 644 6 6576| 1617| 3758 1201| 1 019 31,1 34.8 30.1 27.9 40.4 17.8 39.8
1975 e e e e e ol 7585 62| 6 533| 1813| 3884 1136| 1 011 31.3 36,3 30.1 27.1 41.4 16.9 42.1
197647, o o i v v w e o] 7182 591| 6 285| 1479{ 3 713| 1 063 927 30.3 34.3 29.3 26.9 39.6 16.4 39.3
1978 o o v i v o v . o W] T 467 626 6506| 15301 38619 1 57 961 31.4 36.4 30.3 27.8 40.7 17.6 | - 41.0
1973 0 0 v . w v o . W] 7388 620 6560 . 1527] 38220 {211 828 31.4 37.1 30.8 28.1 40.6 187 37.9
1972 . 0 o v o o0 ww o} 77O 640| 6 84i| 1829] 4o025| | 287 870 33.3 39.9 32.4 29.0 42.7 20.0 42,9
1970« v v v s o v v o o] 739 6231 6530 1484 383 1210 866 32.5 39,3 31.2 28.8 40.7 19.1 46.0
1970 o o v o v v w v w W] 7 588 683 6683 1481 3922 1279 865 33.5 48.0 32.2 29.5 41.5 20,5 48.3
19692, o v v w v 4 v . W] 7095 689 6 245| 1366| 3677 |1 202 850 32.2 50.2 30.9 27.9 39.6 20.0 46.7
1968 , o v v v w w0 u| 7616 65| 6 839| 1366 4 188| 1 285 777 34,7 47.7 33.7 29.4 43.1 21.7 46.3
1967 0 v v v e e w .. .| 8 4B6 7151 7 677| 1585| 4558 | Se4 809 39,3 53,3 38.4 33.9 47.4 27.1 49.3
19667, . . . . .. .. .| 8 867 7221 8090 1620 4 774| 1696 777 41,8 55,1 40.9 35.58 50.6 29,4 S4.4
1959 o L v v w e .. | 9927 71l 9 112] 1860 s5022| 223 815 55.1 62.5 54.9 48.1 65.5 4a,1 57.0
SPANISH ORIGIN?
1979 0 v o v v v w w . .| 2863 47| 2 885 610| 1 483 462 273 21,6 26,1 20.9 19,7 27.4 12,5 20.6
1978 o v v w v w .. o| 2 607 125| 2 343 559| 1 354 429 264 21.6 23.2 20.9 20.4 27.2 12,3 29.8
1977 o o v v e v w o w | 2700 113{ 2 463 s91f 1 402 469 237 22.4 21.9 21.9 21.4 28.0 13.5 29.8
1976 © o o 0 0 v u .. .| 2783 128] 2 516 598 1 424 494 266 24,7 27.7 23.8 23.1 30.1 15.3 37.2
1975 ¢ o v v e v v e o] 2991 137 2 788 627 1 619 508 236 26.9 32,6 26.3 25.1 33.1 16.5 36.6
19747, , . .| 2571 ur| 23 526 1 414 435 201 23.0 28.9 22.4 21.2 28.6 13.7 32.6
1974 ., . 2 601 116 2 304 527| 1 433 434 207 23,2 28.5 22.6 21.3 29.0 13.7 33.7
1973 , . . o 2 36 95| 2 209 468| 1 364 377 157 21.9 24.9 21,5 19:8 27.8 12.6 29.9
1972 , . .. 2 61y Na) | 2 282 (NA) (NA) (NA) 162 22.8( ° (NA) 22.3 (NA) (NA) (NA) 33.2

FBASED ON REVISED METHODOLOGY; SEE TEXT FOR EXPLANATION,

LFOR 1979, INCLUDES MEMBERS OF UNRELATED SUBFAMILIES NOT SHOWN SEPARATELY,

MEMBERS ARE INCLUDED IN THE 'IN FAMILIES' CATEGORIES

2BEGINNING WITH MARCH 1970 CPS, DATA BASED

'PERSONS OF SPANISH ORIGIN MAY BE OF ANY RACE,

FOR EARLIER YEARS, UNRELATED SUBFAMILY
ON 1970 CEN§US POPULATION CONTROLS; SEE APPENDIX FOR EXPLANATION.

NOTE: FOR THE YEAR 1959, DATA FOR PERSONS 65 YEARS AND OVER AND FOR BLACKS ARE BASED ON 1-IN-1000 SAMPLE OF 1960 CENSUS.
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Table 1. Persons Below the Povérty Level, by Family Status, Type of Family, Race,

1959 to 1979—Continued

(NUMBERS IN THOUSANDS, PERSONS AS OF MARCH OF THE FOLLOWING YEAR., FOR

MEANING OF SYMBOLS, SEE TEXT)

and Spanish Origin:

NUMBER BELOW POVERTY LEVEL PERCENT BELOW POVERTY LEVEL
ToTAL! IN FAMILIES TOTAL? IN FAMILIES
YEAR RELATED UNRE- RELATED UNRE-
65 YEARS CHILOREN OTHER LATED 65 YEARS CHILDREN OTHER LATED
ALL AND HOUSE - UNDER | FAMILY INDI- ALL AND HOUSE~ UNDER | FAMILY INDI-
PERSONS OVER TOTAL | HOLDER (18 YEARS | MEMBERS | VIDUALS | PERSONS OVER TOTAL | HOLDER |18 YEARS | MEMBERS | VIDUALS
PERSONS IN FAMILIES WITH
EMALE HOUSEHOLDER, NO
HUSBAND PRESENT® —
ALL RACES
1979 .| 13130 2 054 9 142 2 575 5 513 1 054 3 669 31.9 25,9 34,8 30.2 48,6 16,4 26.0
1978 .| 12880 .1 891 9 269 2 654 3 687 928 3 611 32.3 23,9 35.6 31.4 50.6 T14.6 26.0
1977 o] 12 624 1 827 9 208 2 610 S 658 938 3 419 32.8 24,1 36.2 31.7 50,3 15.8 26.1
1976 .| 12 %86 1 934 9 029 2 543 5 583 903 3 557 34,4 26,1 37.3 33.0 52.0 15.7 28.7
1975 .| 12 268 1 905 8 886 2 430 5 597 819 3 422 34,6 26.4 37.5 32,5 52.7 15.0 28.9
19747 o] 11 469 1 795 8 462 2 324 5 361 ekl 3 007 33,6 26,3 36.5 32,1 51,5 14,1 27.3
97, .., .. .. .. 11778 1 884 8 563 2 351 5 387 825 3 212 34,4 27.6 36.8 32.5 51,5 14,9 29.3
1973 . o L v e v e . .| 11 387 1 893 8 178 2 193 517 814 3179 34,9 28,4 37.5 32,2 52,1 16.0 29.7
19722, . . ... ... .| 11587 2 204 8 114 2 158 5 094 862 3473 36,9 33,2 38.2 32,7 83.1 17.0 34,3
1978 4 o 0 0 0o v o . W] L1 409 2 445 7 797 2 100 4 850 847 3 611 38,0 38,4 38,7 33.9 53,1 17.5 36.6
1970 o o o o 0. ... .| 11154 2 811 7 503 1 951 4 689 862 3 652 38,2 41,1 38.1 32.5 53.0 17,9 38.4
19697, . . . ., .. . .| 10412 2 482 6 879 1 827 4 247 803 3 532 38.4 41,1 38,2 32.7 54,4 17.5 38.7
. . 10 364 2 389 6 990 1 758 4 409 826 3 374 38,9 41,1 38.7 32.3 55,2 17.8 39.2
. . 10 591 2 629 6 898 1774 4 246 a78 3 693 40,6 47,3 38.8 33,3 54,3 18,9 44,7
. . 10 250 2 404 6 861 1721 4 262 878 3 389 41,0 44,2 39.8 33,1 58,2 18,6 43.5
. . 10 845 (NA) 7 300 1 816 4 502 982 3 545 43,8 (NA) 43,1 35,1 61,3 22,2 45.4
N . 11 058 (NA) 7 524 1916 4 562 1 046 3 534 46,0 (NA) 46.0 38.4 64.2 24,5 46.2
. N 10 971 (NA) 7 297 1 822 4 422 1 053 3674 45,9 (NA) 44,4 36.4 62.3 24,3 49,3
1963 , o . . oo o0 L] 11097 (NAY | . 7 646 1972 4 554 1 120 3 483 48.4 (NA}) 47.7 40,4 66,6 2640 50.0
1962 , v o 000 00 . L] 1123 (NA) 7 7181 2 034 4 506 124 3 450 50,5 (NA) 50,3 42,9 70.2 28,8 51.0
1961 . . . . o044 .. 10 798 (NA) 7 252 1 9% 4 044 1 254 3 546 49,5 (NA) 48,1 42,1 65.1 29,8 52.4
1960 4 o o v o v v s o .| 10 663 (NA) 7 287 1 988 4 095 1197 3 416 49,5 (NA) 48,9 42,4 68,4 28.3 50.9
1959 . . v v v w v s . .| 10 390 2 031 7 014 1916 4 145 953 3 376 50,2 49,2 49.4 42,6 72.2 24,0 5241
7 467 1 638 4 272 1328 2 560 384 2 944 24,8 23,2 25.1 22.3 38,6 8,7 23.6
7 262 1 495 4 371 1391 2 627 3353 2 891 24,9 21,3 25.9 23,2 39.9 8.1 23.6
7 221 1435 4 474 i 00 2 693 381 2 747 25,5 21,3 26.8 24,0 40,3 9.0 23.7
7 356 1872 4 463 1379 2 113 372 2 892 27.3 23,7 28.0 25,2 42,7 9.0 26.4
7 324 1 527 4 577 1 304 2 813 370 2 747 28,1 23,7 29.4 25.9 44,2 9,7 26.3
6 673 1 438 4 278 1 289 2 683 306 2 394 26,5 23,6 27.7 24,8 42,9 7.7 24.6
1974 . o . ... ., 6 852 1 508 4 279 1297 2 680 302 2 573 27.2 24,8 27.6 24,9 42,6 Teb 26.5
1973 0 e e e e e . 6 642 1 564 4 003 1 190 2 46y 382 2 639 27.9 26,3 28.0 24,5 42,1 9.8 27.7
1972 , o . oo 0 o . . 6 682 1847 3 770 1138 2 273 362 2 913 29.4 31,2 27.4 24,3 41,1 10.2 32.3
971, . .. ..o, 7 146 2 111 4 099 1191 2 482 486 3 047 32,1 36.8 30.4 26.9 44,6 13,0 34.7
1970 v 4 v v 0 0 b 0 . s 6 832 2 164 3 764 1102 2 247 413 3 o70 31.4 38,9 28.4 25.0 43,1 11,5 36.1
19697, & 0 v i 4 e e . 6 531 2 1214 3577 1 069 2 068 440 2 953 32,1 38,7 29.1 25.7 45,2 12.4 36.6
. 6 400 2 066 3 551 1021 2 078 455 2 849 32,3 39,2 29.1 25.2 44,4 13.1 37.1
. 6 600 2 327 3 483 1037 1 930 486 3147 33,9 46,0 28,5 25.9 42,1 13,7 42.8
. 6 511 2 099 3 646 1036 2 112 498 2 865 33.9 42,3 29.7 25.7 46.9 13.4 41,2
. 6 914 (NA) 3 892 1116 2 238 538 3 022 36,5 (NA) 32.4 27.8 49,7 15,4 43.4
. 7 085 (NA) 4 092 1 196 2 321 579 2 993 38,5 (NA) 35.4 31.0 52.9 17.3 43.9
. 7 046 (NA) 3911 1128 2 200 586 3135 38,3 (NA) 33.4 29.0 49.7 17,2 47.1
1963 , . ., . .0 0. .. 6 982 (NA) 4 051 1191 2 25) 609 2 931 39,9 (NA) 35.6 31.4 54,1 17.8 47.8
1962 , . L ... ... 7 015 (NA) 4 089 1 230 2 212 647 2 926 41,8 (NA) 37.9 33.9 87.6 19,5 48,7
1961 & o 0 0 o 0 v 0 v W 7 048 (NA) 4 062 1208| 2 164 690 2 986 41,9 (NA) 37.6 33.5 84,6 21.4 49,6
1960 , . . . ... ., 7 207 (NA) 4 296 1 2%2 2 357 687 2 911 42,3 (NA) 39.0 34,0 59,9 20,1 48,6
1959 & o v v vt v . 7 118 1779 4 232 1233 2 420 579 2 883 43,8 47,2 40.2 34.8 64.6 17.9 50.3
e 5 424 405 4 694 1195 2 85 648 673 52,2 50,7 53.2 49,2 63,0 34,5 46.0
“ e e 8 392 378 4 712 1 208 2 948 886 679 83,1 46,6 84,2 50.6 66.4 29,9 46,4
e e 8 230 376 4 895 1162 2 888 548 636 83,9 48,2 55,3 51,0 65,7 33.3 45,8
« e e S 024 348 4 418 1 122 2 778 515 609 54,7 45,9 $5.7 52.2 63,6 33.4 48.1
PP 4 784 360 4 168 1 004 2 724 441 616 53,6 48,7 54,3 50,1 66,0 28,5 49,7
e 4 705 350 4 116 1 010 2 65 455 589 54,3 50.0 55.0 52,2 65.0 31,0 50.1
976 & o o v s 4 v e .. 4 796 368 4 186 1 024 2 668 494 611 55,4 51,8 85.9 52.8 65.7 33.3 51.9
1973 4 4 v i vy v e .. 4 564 321 4 064 974 2 633 455 500 55,4 48,5 56.5 62,7 67,2 32,2 47.3
1972 0 0 0 v e e e 4 670 346 4 139 972 2 688 481 531 57,3 51,4 58,4 53.3 69.5 33,4 51.9
1970 0 0 0 0 o 0 v 6 W W 4 129 327 3 587 879 2 329 379 542 55,8 54,7 56,1 53,8 66.6 30.2 54.4
1970 o o o v 00 0 . ., 4 213 337 3 656 834 2 383 439 560 58,8 63,9 58,7 54,3 67.7 37,5 59.3
19697, |, . . . ... .. 3 766 341 3 228 737 2137 380 541 57.8 64,2 58,2 53.3 68,2 34,4 55.5
1968 , . . ... ..., 3 807 307 3 512 706 2 24y 365 495 58,6 58,9 58,9 53,2 70,5 3246 56.6
1967 . o o o il 0. 3 892 297 3 362 716 2 268 381 530 61,6 61,5 61.6 56,3 72.4 3641 61.3
19667, & o v 4 40 . .. 36571 . 302/. 3160 674 2 107 379 497 65,1 <6448 65.3 59,2 - 76.6 | 39,9 63.7
1959 & 0 v vt b i e . 2 906 244 2 416 531 1478 390 490 70,0 69,9 70.6 65,4 81.6 50,4 67.1
SPANISH ORIGIN?®
979 , 4 v v e h . 1 202 57 1 022 293 648 81 149 48,8 40.7 51.4 49,3 62,1 2245 36.4
1978 . . . .o ... 1158 49 1 024 288 663 4 134 53.3 3.1 56.4 53.1 68.9 23,6 37.7
1977 ¢ ¢ v v 0 0 v 0 v W 1204 46 1077 301 686 89 127 53,3 34,0 56.7 53.6 68,6 2645 35.3
1976 4 o 0 v e v v w . 1 144 53 1 000 275 636 90 143 54,3 40,9 56.6 53.1 67,3 29,5 42.3
1975 4 0 v 0 e 0 v v w W 1189 59 1 053 279 694 9 136 55,6 46.8 57.2 53.6 68.4 26.0 45,8
197, L ..., 1012 48 918 229 621 65 98 81.4 43,7 53.4 49,6 64,3 21,8 39.8
197 . . . 00 L0 . 1021 47 921 231 619 7 100 51,6 42,3 53,2 49,6 63,9 23,9 40.7
1973 & 0 v w0 i v e u 971 42 881 211 606 64 90 55,8 41,1 $7.4 51.4 68,7 2646 42,0
1972 4 4 v 6 v v v 6 v s 822 (NA) 733 (NA) (NA) (NA) 89 51.5% (NA) 83.5 (NA) (NA) (NA) 39.2
== -TBASED_ON-REVISED METHODOLOGY; -SEETEXT .FOR EXPLANATION, - . . ISR timimm . ol SSmeme Lmetn smmee amemve mmm st e mee s
'FOR 1979, INCLUDES MEMBERS OF UNRELATED SUBFAMILIES NOT SHOWN SEPARATELY. FOR EARLIER YEARS, UNRELATED SUBFAMILY

MEMBERS ARE INCLUDED IN THE
IBEGINNING WITH MARCH 1970 CP

JPERSONS OF SPANISH ORIGIN MAY BE OF ANY RACE.

*INCLUDES FEMALE UNRELATED IN

*IN FAMILIES' CATEGORIES,
1970 CENSUS POPULATION CONTROLS; SEE APPENDIX FOR EXPLANATION,

S, DATA BASED ON
DIVIDUALS.

NOTE: FOR THE YEAR 1959, DATA FOR PERSONS 65 YEARS AND OVER AND FOR BLACKS ARE BASED ON 1-IN-

1000 SAMPLE OF 1960 CENSUS.,




15
Table 1. Persons Below the Poverty Level, by Family Status, Type of Family, Race, and Spanish Origin:
" 1959 to 1979—Continued

(NUMBERS IN THOUSANDS, PERSONS AS OF MARCH OF THE FOLLOWING YEAR, FOR MEANING OF SYMBOLS, SEE TEXT)

NUMBER BELOW POVERTY LEVEL PERCENT BELOW POVERTY LEVEL
ToTALY IN FAMILIES TOTALY IN FAMILIES
YEAR RELATED | UNRE ~ RELATED UNRE-
. 65 YEARS CHILDREN | - OTHER LATED 65 YEARS ICHILOREN OTHER | -LATED
ALL AND HOUSE~ UNDER | FaMILY INDI- ALL AND HOUSE - UNDER | FAMILY INDI-
PERSONS OVER TOTAL | HOLDER |18 YEARS | MEMBERS | VIDUALS | PERSONS OVER TOTAL | HOLDER {18 YEARS | MEMBERS | VIDUALS
PERSQNS IN A%%
ALL RACES
1979 . o o o v v 0w o o 12 214 1 832 10 282 2 745 4 224 3 282 1 930 6.9 9.7 6.2 5.8 8,5 5.0 16.9
1978 4 . . . v 4 w0 . | 11 617 1 342 9 793 2 626 "4 035 313 1 824 6,6 8,8 5.9 5.3 7.9 4,8 17.1
1977 4 o o o o 4 o s o o 12 096 1 350 10 300 2 701 4 37) 3 228 1796 6,9 9,1 6.2 5,5 8.5 5.0 18.0
1976 . o & o 4 4 0 0. o| .12 390 1379 10 603 2 768 4 497 3 337 1787 7.1 9.4 6.4 5.6 8.8 5.2 19.7
1975 ¢ o o ¢ o 4 0 e 0 o 13609 1 411 ] 41 933 3 020 5 284 3 638 1 667 7.8 9.8 7.1 6.2 9.8 5.7 19.9
19747, . o v o . . .. o] 11901 1 290 | 10 355 2 898 4 608 3181 1 547 6,8 9.0 6.2 5.4 8.3 5.0 19.5
o o] 12 484 1 425| 10 877 2 157 4 809 3 310 1 607 7.4 10,0 6.5 5,7 8.7 S.2 20.4
. o] 11 616 1461 | 10 121 2 635 4 282 3 204 1 498 6.6 10.5 6.0 5.5 7.6 5.1 19.8
. .| 12 873 1535| 11 463 2 917 4 988 3 588 1 410 7.4 11.4 6.8 6.1 8.6 5.7 21.1
.o 14 151 1827 1}. 12 608 3 203 S 49g 3 910 1 543 8.1 13.6 1.5 6.8 9.3 6.3 23.9
. o] 14 266 2 198 | 12 828 3 309 5 546 3 973 1438 8,2 16,7 7.7 7.2 9.2 6,5 24,0
e .| 13738 2 305 | 12 296 3 181 5 253 3 862 1439 8,0 17.9 7.4 6.9 8,6 6o4 26.2
1968 . . . . 40 . 0. o] 15025 2 243 | 13 705 3 292 6 330 4 083 1 320 8.8 17.6 8.3 7.3 10.2 7.0 25.4
1967 . o . v o . v 0. of 17 178 2759 | 15 873 3 893 7 181 4 199 1 305 10,1 21,8 9.6 8,7 11.5 8.3 26.9
19667, v o v v 4 4 o . o] 18 260 2 710 16 948 9 063 7 884 5 001 1312 10,8 21,7 10.3 9.3 12.6 8,7 29.3
1966 , , . . .0 . . o 19579 (NA) | 18 314 4 384 8 374 5 556 1 265 11,6 (NA) 11.2 10,0 13.4 9.6 27.7
1965 o 4 v 4w v 4 e 4. o 22127 (Na) | 20 836 4 805 9 826 6 203 12903 13.2 (NA) 12.8 11.1 15.7 10,9 28.9
1964 , . . o . . ... .| 25 084 (NAY | 23 615 5338 11314 6 963 1 469 15,1 (NA) 14.6 12,5 18,2 12,4 32.0
1963 , , . . 25 339 (NA)Y | 23 852 5 s582( 11137 7 133 1.487{ - 15,4 (NA) 14,9 13,1 18,0 12.9 34,8
1962 , ., . . 27 394 (NA) | 25 842 6 0431 12 124 7 675 1 552 16,9 (NA) 16,4 14,3 19.9 14,1 36.5
1961 , . . . 28 830 (NA) | 27 257 6 437| 12 533 8 287 1573 18.1 (NA) 17.6 15.4 21.0 15.4 36.0
1960 . o ¢ . 29 188 (NA) | 27 678 6 288 13 193 8 197 1 510 18,8 (NA) 18.0 15,4 22.3 15,3 36.1
1959 ., ., 29 100 3 450 | 27.548 6 404 13 063 8 081 1 552 18,7 30.2 18.2 15.8 22.4 15.3 36.8
WHITE
1979 4 4 6 v v e 0 n u s 9 356 1 203 7 981 2 187 3 199 2 555 1 407 5.9 8.4 5.4 4.8 7.3 4,3 14.6
1978 ¢ o o v 0 v 0 0 0 8 997 1034 7 679 2 132 3 047 2 499 1318 5.7 7.4 5.2 4,7 6.8 4.3 14,7
1917 0 0 v o i e e e e 9 195 990 7 890 2 140 3 250 2 501 1 305 5,9 7.3 5.3 4.8 7.1 4,3 15.7
1976 « o v v o 0 0 0 o o 9 357 1 064 8 037 2 182 3 321 2 534 1 321 6,0 7.9 5.4 4,9 7.1 4o 17.3
1978 o v v o v 0o 0 0 o o 10 446 1106 9 223 2 444 3 934 2 843 1 225 6.6 8.4 6.1 5.5 8,2 4,9 17.4
19747, o v v i b e h e 9 063 1 025 7 902 2 063 3 396 2 444 1 161 5.8 7.8 5.2 4,7 6.9 4,3 17.7
197 , . . . s e e 9 437 1133 8 238 2 185 3 500 2 853 1 200 6.0 8.6 5.5 4.9 7.1 4.5 18.3
1973 . . . W “ e e 8 500 1434 7 409 2 029 3 001 2 3719 1 091 5.4 8,9 4.9 4.6 6.0 4,2 17,5
1972 , . . . s e e 9 521 1225 8 499 2 306 3 511 2 681 1 022 6,0 9.9 5.6 5.3 6.8 4,8 18.6
1971 , ., ., o o0 o| 10635 1 494 9 468 2 860 3 889 3 019 1167 6.8 12,1 6.2 5.9 7.4 5.4 21.5
1970 o . . e v« o 10 653 1 820 9 562 2 606 3 89 3 065 1 091 6,8 15,0 6.3 6,2 7.3 5.6 21.8
19692, , , . e v . o 10128 1 932 9 086 2 8506 3 598 2 941 1 083 6.5 16,3 6.0 6.0 6.7 5.4 24.1
1968 ¢ o o 4 4 o s 0 . o 10 995 1873 9 995 2 595 4 298 3 102 1 000 7.1 15,9 6.7 6.3 7.8 5.8 23.3
1967 & v o ¢ o 4 o o o o 12 383 2 318} 11 398 3 019 4 799 3580 " 985 8,1 19,8 7.7 7.4 8.7 6.8 24.9
1966, . o v v 4 4 4 .| 12 779 2 258 | 11 784 3 070 5 092 3 622 995 8.5 .19.6 8.0 7.7 9.2 7.0 26.6
1966 , . . . .. ... . 13837 (NA) | 12 840 3 365 5 411 4 064 997 9.2 (NA) 8.7 8.4 9.8 7.8 26.1
1965 o 4 o 4 v 4 4 @ . | 15411 (NA) | 14 416 3 628 6 274 4 514 995 10,3 (NA) 9,8 9.2 11.4 8.7 27.2
1964 . . . . v L. v L. 1T (NA) | 16 805 4 133 7 373 5 299 1106 12,0 (NA) 11.6 10.5 13.4 10,4 29.4
1963 o s ¢ ¢ s 4 0 s o o] 18 256 (NA) | 17 098 4 275 7 498 5 325 1188 12.4 (NA) 11.9 11,0 13.7 10.6 32.2
1962 4 v o v o 4w 0 . 0 o 19 657 (NA) | 18 824 4 657 8 170 5 697 1133 13.5 (NA) 13.0 12.0 15.1 115 32.5
1961 4 o 4 o o 4 o o of 20 842 (NA) | 19 685 4 997 8 450 6 238 1 157 14,5 (NA) 14,1 13.1 16.0 12.8 32.4
1960 4 4 ¢ 4 o 4 o o . o 21 102 (NA) | 19 966 4 863 8 872 6 231 1136 14,9 (NA) 14,4 13,0 17.0 12.8 33.3
1989 . o v o v w4 v . L] 21 369 2 965 | 20 211 4 982 8 966 6 293 1158 15.2 28,0 14,7 13.3 17.4 13.0 33.8
BLACK
1979 ¢ o v v 0 v 0 0 4 2 414 311 1 920 471 844 605 471 16.1 25,5 14.4 13.0 18.5 11.8 28,7
1978 ¢ v ¢ 4 o s v 0 4 W 2 233 284 1 781 414 833 534 452 15.1 24,9 13.4 11.8 17.6 10,5 . 30.9
1977 o v 6 4 0 0 v 0 v 2 495 325 | 2072, 475 965 633 423 16,6 28,2 15.3 13.5 19.9 12.3 28.8
1976 ¢ o v 4 0 0 0 v W 2 571 296 2 161 495 980 686 410 16,9 27.0 15.5 13.5 19.4 13.2 31.7
1978 ¢ 0 &4 v 0o v 0 v e 2 761 292 2 365 509 1 161 694 396 18,2 27,6 16.9 14,2 22.1 13.4 34,0
19787, o o 4 v 4 4 0 e 2 477 261 2 140 470 1 062 608 338 16,5 23,6 15.4 13.2 20.0 12.2 28.5
1978 0 0 v o a v s 0 2 671 261 2 320 506 115 663 351 17,7 25,7 16.6 14.2 21.7 13.0 29.9
1973 6 v o v o o v o o 2 824 299 2 496 553 1 188 756 "328 18.5 29,6 17.7 15.4 21.7 14,9 . 29.1
1972 6 4 6 v 0 a0 0 v 3 o040 298 2 701 558 1 338 805 338 20,3 31.7 19.3 16,2 24,1 16,2 33.7
1970 4 0 6 v 0 o 0 0. s 3 267 296 2 943 605 1 So7 831 324 21,2 30,0 20.3 17.2 25.5 1644 36.5
1970 o v ¢ o 0 6 0 0 v W 3 334 35 3 030 548 1 542 840 304 21.7 38.6 20.9 18.6 26.0 16,5 35.9
19697, . 4 0 o 4 b s a s 3 328 347 3 020 629 1 839 882 308 21.5 41,2 20.6 17.9 25.0 17.1 36.5
1968 o o s o o 4 4 0 4 W 3 809 3049 3 527 660 1 947 920 282 24.7 41,0, 24.1 19.9 |  29.8 19.2 35,1
1967 [ 4 594 418 4 315 839 2 293 1 183 279 30.0 48,7 29.7 25.3 35,3 25.1 36.0
19667, . 0 . o 4 4 4 . 5 210 420 4 930 946 2 667 1 317 280 33,4 49,7 33.0 27.6 39.9 27,3 43,2
1959 ¢ v 0 v 0 6 0 a4 7 021 487 6 696 1 309 3 547 1 840 325 50,7 59,2 50.9 43.3 60.6 43.0 46.4
SPANISH ORIGIN®
1979 4 v o v v 0 4 i . 1 661 90 1 533 318 834 381 125 15.4 21.3 15.0 12.7 19.1 11.4 22.7
1978 &4 v v o v 4 0 v v . 1 448 75 1 319 272 692 385 129 14,6 18,4 . 14,1 12.4 17.2 11.2 24.4
1977 0 s o v v s w0 w 1497 67 1 386 290 716 380 11 15,3 17,6 14,8 13,2 17.9 12,1 25.2
1976 o 4 o 0w s 0w .e 1 639 76 1 516 323 789 404 123 17.9 22,6 17.3 15.6 20.8 13.8 32.6
1975 ¢ v ¢ v v 0 0 0 v 1802 78 1 702 348 925 429 100 20.1 26,6 19.7 17.6 23.8 15,8 28.8
9, , ., . . 1 563 69 1 460 297 793 370 103 16,9 23,3 16.5 14,7 20.0 12.9 27.8
197 , ., . . 1 580 70 1473 296 813 364 107 17.1 23,6 16,6 14,7 20,5 12,7 29.0
1973 ., . . . . 1395 84 1 328 256 738 314 67 15.4 19,2 18.2 13,1 18,8 11,4 21.6
1972 , . . . . . 1 592 (NA) 1519 (NA) (NA) (NA) 73 18,4 (NA 17.4 (NA) (NA (NA) 28.0

TBASED ON REVISED METHODOLOGY; SEE TEXT FOR EXPLANATION,

'FOR 1979, INCLUDES MEMBERS OF UNRELATED SUBFAMILIES NOT SHOWN SEPARATELY. FOR EARLIER YEARS, UNRELATED SUBFAMILY
MEMBERS ARE INCLUDED IN THE *IN FAMILIES' CATEGORIES,

*BEGINNING WITH MARCH 1970 CPS, DATA BASED ON 1970 CENSUS POPULATION CONTROLS; SEE APPENDIX FOR EXPLANATION.

JPERSONS OF SPANISH ORIGIN MAY BE OF ANY RACE,

*INCLUDES MALE UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS,

NOTEs FOR THE YEAR 1959, DATA FOR PERSONS 65 YEARS AND OVER AND FOR BLACKS ARE BASED ON 1=IN=1000 SAMPLE OF 1960 CENSUS.
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Table 2. Persons Below 125 Percent of the Poverty Level, by Family Status, Type of Family, Race, and Spanish

'

Origin:
1959 to 1979
(NUMBERS IN THOUSANDS," PERSONS AS OF MARCH OF THE FOLLOWING YEAR. FOR MEANING OF SYMBOLS, SEE TEXT) ‘
NUMBER BELOW 125% OF POVERTY LEVEL : PERCENT BELOW 125% OF POVERTY LEVEL
TOTAL! IN FAMILIES TOTAL! IN FAMILIES
YEAR ' RELATED UNRE- RELATED UNRE-
65 YEARS CHILOREN|  OTHER LATED 63 YEARS - |cHILOREN|  oOTHER LATED
ALL AND HOUSE-| UNDER{ FAMILY| INDI- ALL AND HOUSE- | UNDER| FAMILY INDI-
PERSONS OVER TOTAL | HOLDER {18 YEARS [ MEMBERS | VIDUALS | PERSONS OVER TOTAL | HOLOER [18 YEARS |[<MEMBERS | VIDUALS
ALL_PERSONS
ALL RACES
1979 , . . . . 35 592 5 857| 27 316| 7 586 12 998 6 735 7 853 16.3 24,7 14.3 13,0 21.3 9.4 30.7
1978 o o . 4 . 34 155 5 421 | 26 882 7 417 12 814 6 321 7 602 15.8 23.4 13,9 12.8 20.7 8,9 30.9
1977 o o o W 35 659 5802 28 176 7 713| 13 780 6 682 7 484 16.7 24,5 14.8 13,8 21.9 9.4 32.4
1976 , . ... 35 509 5821| 28 108 7 647| 13 69) 6 171 7 401 16,7 25,0 14,7 13.5 21.5 9,6 34.5
1975 . . . . 37 182 5 495| 30 127 7 974| 14 961 7 192 7 055 17,6 25,4 15.8 18,2 23.1 10,3 34.9
9T, L, L, . 33666} 5229 27 086| 7 195| 13 638 6 252 6 580 16,1 24,8 14.2 12.9 20.7 9.1 34,8
1974 4 o o v o o v e 0 o] 346151 5473 27 783| . 7 437| 13 764 6 562 6 832 16,5 25,9 14.6 13.3 20.9 9.5 36.2
1973 , . o o 4 v .. . o] 32828| 8822! 26 %09 7044 13074 6 392 6 318 15.8 26,8 14,0 12.8 19.6 9.4 34.6
1972 , o 0 v v 4o o 4 . o 34653 5 730} 28 208 7 347| 14 0sa| & 803 6 445 16,8 28,5 14.9 13.8 20.8 10,1 38.3
1970 0 v o v o v 0 o . o] 36501 6274 29949 7 761| 14 736 7 452 6 552 17.8 31.6 15.9 14,6 21.5 11.2 40.2
1970 4 o o o o 4 o o o o] 35 624 6 529 | 29 222 7516| 14 296 T 410 6 402 17.6 33,9 15.7 14,4 20.8 11,3 41,3
19692, . . . . . ... .f 34665 6 647| 28 550 7 383| 13 92| 7277| 6115 17.4 35,2 15.4 14,3 20.2 11.3 41.8
e e s e e v o sl 35905 (NAY | 30 0861 7 399| 15 080 7 577 5 849 18.2 (NA) 16.4 14,6 21.5 12,0 42.4
e e e e e e ] 39206 (NA) | 33 204( 82721 16 314] 8 618 6 002 20,0 - (NA) 18.2 16.6 23.3 13,8 45,8
P 41 267 (NAY | 35 570| 8 637| 17 667| 9 266 5 697 21.3 (NA) 19.6 17.6 25.3 14,9 4b.4
e 40 617 (NAY! 36 930| 8 484] 17 430| 9 036 5 687 21,0 (NA) 19.3 17.3 24.9 14,5 46,3
e 46 163 (NA) | 40 430 9 s92| 20 o8s| 10 783 5 733 24,1 (NA) 22.6 19.9 28.8 17,6 47.3
v 49 819 (NAY | 43 873( 10 301| 21 738 11 834 5 946 26,3 (NA) 24,7 21.% 31.3 19.6 49.3
1963 , . v . ¢4 4 .. .| 50778 (NA)| 44 9741 10 798( 21 961 12 215 S 804 27.4 (NA) 25.5 22.8 31.9 20,4 54.9
1962 ¢ v 4 v v 4 4 . o o] 53119 (NAY | 47 279| 11 337( 23 090 12 832 5 840 26.8 (NA) 27.3 24,1 34,3 21.8 53.0
1961 o v v v o s o s . 4| 54 280 (NAY| 48 362| 11 732| 23 041 13 %89| S 938 30,0 (NA) 28.4 25.3 35.0 23.4 53.1
1960 w o v v v 4 o o . 4| 54 560 (NA)Y | 49 012 11 825( 23 874| 13 613 5 548 30,4 ° (NA) 29.1 25.4 36,6 23.5 51.0
1959 0 0 0 0 v 0 . e o | BH SM2 (NA) | 49 303{ 11 790( 24 273| 13 2642 5 639 3.1 (NA) 29.7 26.2 37.9 23,3 52.7
WHITE
1979 . . . . 24 594 4 795| 17 960 5 231 8 003 4 726 6 318 13.1 22,4 10.9 10,2 15.9 7.4 268.6
1978 o . . 23 727| 4 380 17 672 5 202 7 908 4 564 6 086 12.7 20,9 10.7 10,2 15.4 7.3 28.5
1977 4 4 . . 24 636| 4 481( 18 897(° S 44| 8 Sug 4 709 6 039 13,3 . 219 11.2 10,6 16.3 7.5 30.4
1976, . . . 24 736| 4 360 18 708 5 339 8 S4s 4 803 6 029 13,4 22.8 11.3 10.7 16,1 7.7 32.4
1975 , . . . 26 595| 4 816 20 898 5 818 9 801 5 278 5 697 14,8 23.0 12.6 11,7 18.1 8.6 32.5
19747, , . . 23 456| 4 283| 18 141 5 082| 8 630| 4 458 5 315 12.9 22.3 10.9 10.2 15,6 7.3 32.6
1978 4 4 v o v 0 0 s o o] 2403y 4 492( 18 529| 5 236| 8 641 4 632 5 502 13,2 23.4 11.2 10.6 15.6 7.6 33.9
1973 0 0 0 o v b o o 4 4| 22 641 4 563 17 460 4 938| 8009 4 517! 3 180 12.5 24,3 10.6 10.1 14,2 7.5 32.9
1972 4 o o o o4 4 o o .| 24 184 4 838] 18 864| 5 234 8 748 4 886 5 300 13.4 26,4 11.4 10.8 15.3 8.1 36.6
1971 4 o v o v o v v . o] 26 217 5 380 20 791 5 692 9 566 5 533 5 426 14,6 29.6 12.6 11.9 16,5 9.3 38.2
1970 « v o o o 0 o« . o 28373 5626 20 085] 5 s04| 9 080 5 461 5 328 14,3 31.8 12.2 11.8 15.5 9.3 39.5
19697, o v . v 4 v . .o 24524 5 739] 19 493| 5 393 8 742 5 358 5 031 14,0 33.0 12.0 11.7 14.9 9.2 40.0
1968 . . 4 . w4 . . . o 25509 (NA) [ 20 666 5 487 9 529| 5 630 4 843 14.7 (NA) 12.8 12.1 16.0 9.9 40.5
1967 4, v o v o 4 o o o .| 28005 (NAY [ 22 992 6 181 10 367| & 444 S 013 16,3 (NA) 14.3 13.8 17.4 11.4 44,3
1966 o v v 4 o 4 4 e . .| 29 477 (NAY [ 24 7331 6 481 11 459| 6 823 4 744 17.3 (NA) 15.8 14,6 19.2 12.2 4.4
19667, o o o o 4 4 4 . .| 28 896 (NA) [ 24 160( 6 305| 11 237 6 618 4 736 17.0 (NA) 15.1 14,3 18.9 11.9 44,3
1965 , o v . o 4 v . . 4| 33090 (NAY| 28 316| 7 226 13 122 7 968 4 774 19.6 (NA} 17.9 16.6| . 22.0 14,4 45,6
1964 o o v 4 v 4 4 4 o 4| 36 uBB (NAY [ 31 564] 7 920 14 58] 9 076 4 924 21.8 “(NA) 20.1)- 18.4 24.6 16,7 47.3
1963 . . o . .. o . . .| 37155 (NAY| 32 208 8 179 14 907) 9 212 4 857 22,5 (NA) 20.8 19.2 25.2 17.1 49.9
1962 4 o 4 v v 4 o4 . o] 38 844 (NAY| 34 083f B8 672] 15 762 9 651 4 759 23.9 (NA) 22.2 20.4 27.2 18.2 50.1
1961 o & v v v o o o 4a| 40 512 (NAY| 35 666 9 126! 16 121 10 419 4 846 25.3 (NA) 23.7 21.8 28.4 20,0 50.5
1960 o o v o o s o 4 . o] 41126 (NA) [ 36 821 8 9861 16 950| 10 saes 4 605 25,9 (NA) 4.4 21.9 30.2 20,3 49.0
1989 ¢ o o v o u o . . .| 41 849 (NAY| 37 199| 9 209]| 17 462 10 528 4 650 26.7 (NA} 25.2(°  22.6 31.6 20,4 50.8
BLACK
1979 o v v w v 0 o . . o| 10 067 9931 8880| 2 169| 4 620 1791 1395 39,7 49,2 38.8 35.9 50,8 25.6 45,0
1978 4 o v o v v b 0 v 9 596 972| 8 176 2 032| 4 557 1 586 1 420 38.5 49,8 37.1 34,4 49.7 28.8 48.5
1977 4 o v o v o w0 o o] 10135 976 | 8 827 2 162 4 888 1 780 1 308 41,0 50.6 40.4 37.2 52.8 26,2 45,7
1976 4 4 4 v v 6 0 0 4w 9 877 908| 8 641 2 110 4 753 1778 1235 40,5 49,0 39.6 36.3 51.2 26,4 48.3
1975 4 0 0 v 0 0 0 0w 9 788 926 8860 2016 4 797 1 748 1227 40,6 51.6 39.5 36.1 51.2 26.0 S1.1
19787, & v v e e e e 9 585 881 8 416 2013 4 764 1 640 1 168 40.4 51,2 39.4 36,7 50.8 25.4 49.5
1974 4 v v v v e e 9 859 911 8 640| 2 086! 4 850 1735 1219 41.4 52.9 40.3 37.4 51.7 2644 51.9
1973 4 4 0 v e e e e . 9 540 899| 8 539 1986 4 79 1757 1 001 40,6 53.8 40.0 36.5 81,0 27.1 45.8
1972 0 4 v o v 0 e 0w e 9 763 841 8 717 1 966 4 963 1 788 1 046 42,2 52.5 41.3 37.3 52,7 27.8 51.6
1971 4 o v v v 0 v w u s 9 139 875 8 696 1972 4 926 1 798 1 043 42,7 55,2 41.6 38.2 52.3 28.4 55.4
1970 0w v o 0w e e . 9 668 854 8 681 1908] 4 942 183 987 42,9 60,1 44,9 38,0 82.3 29.3 85.1
19697, . . . ... ... 9 507 843| 8 827 1854 | 4 898 1775 980 43,2 61.4 42.2 37.9 52.7 29.5 53.9
1968 4 4 v 4 v 4 0 0 .. 9 862 (NA) 8 940 1 822 s 293 1 825 922 44,9 (NA) 44,1 39.2 54.5 30.9 55.0
1967 o v v o o 4 s e 4 o] 10 701 (NA) 9 777 1995 5 698 2 086 924 49,5 (NA) 48.9 43.5 89.2 36.2 56.3
1966, o o . v ... .l 11232 (NA) [ 10 352 2 091 5929 2 332 880 53,0 (NA) 52.4 45,9 62.8 40.4 61.6
SPANISH ORIGIN® o , ]
1979 , & o v v 0w . 3 880 216 3 479 836 1 920 723 363 29,3 38.5 28.5 27.0 35.5 19.6| ° 37.9
1978 & o o . . e 3 583 201 3 238 765 1813 661 345 29,7 37,3 28.9 27.9 36.4 19,0 39.0
1977 4 v 0 i v e e . 3 686 173 3 370 796 1 868 709 316 30.6 33,5 30.0 28.8 37.3 20,3 39.7
1976 4 v v v v a e .. 37 177 34471 - 812 1 895 740 324 33,5 38,2 32.7 31,4 40,0 22.9 45,2
1975 0 4 v v v 0 0 0 4 4 058 181 3 782 8551 2 179 747 277 36.5 §3,1 36.1 34,2 44,8 24,3 42.8
19745, 0 v v v h v h 3 523 167 3 260 719 1 908 633 263 31.5 41.2 30.8 29.1 38.6 20,0 42.6
1978 4 v v v v e v . . 3 519 (NA) 3 248 720 1 890 638 271 31,4 (NA} 30.7 29.1 38,2 20.1 44.2
1973 4 v 0 v v 0 v 0 v 3 339 (NA) 3162 670 1 899 593 197 31.1 (NA) 30.8 28,3 38.7 19.8 37.6

"BASED ON REVISED METHODOLOGY; SEE TEXT FOR EXPLANATION.
'FOR 1979, INCLUDES MEMBERS OF UNRELATED SUBFAMILIES NOT SHONN SEPARATELY, FOR EARLIER YEARS, UNRELATED SUBFAMILY
MEMBERS ARE INCLUDED IN THE 'IN FAMILIES®' CATEGORIES,
*BEGINNING WITH MARCH 1970 CPS, DATA BASED ON 1970 CENSUS POPULATION CONTROLS; SEE APPENDIX FOR EXPLANATION.
- IPERSONS OF_SPANISH ORIGIN MAY BE_OF ANY_RACE.. _ _ —

NOTE: FOR THE YEAR 1959, DATA FOR PERSONS 65 YEARS AND OVER AND FOR BLACKS ARE BASED ON 1-IN-1000 SAMPLE OF 1960 CENSUS.
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1959 to 1979—Continued

(NUMBERS IN THOUSANDS, PERSONS AS OF MARCH OF THE FOLLOWING YEAR. FOR MEANING OF SYMBOLS, SEE TEXT)

Race, and Spanish Origin:
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NUMBER BELOW 128% OF POVERTY LEVEL

PERCENT BELOW 125% OF POVERTY LEVEL

ToTaL! - IN FAMILIES TOTAL! IN FAMILIES
YEAR RELATED UNRE- RELATED UNRE-
65 YEARS CHILDREN OTHER LATED 65 YEARS CHILOREN OTHER LATED
©ALL AND HOUSE- UNDER | FAMILY INDI- AL AND HOUSE- UNDER | FAMILY INDI-
PERSONS OVER TOTAL | HOLDER [18 YEARS | MEMBERS | vIDUALS | PERSONS OVER TOTAL| HOLDER {18 YEARS | MEMBERS | VIDUALS
PERSONS IN FAMILIES WITH '
FEMALE ggusggggggg; NG~
HUSBAND PRESENT
ALL RACES :
1979 . 4 o o v i w e oW 16 93 3 257| 11 317 3 241 6 576 1 501 5 231 41,2 41,1 43,1 38,0 58.0 23,4 37.0
1978 4, v v 0 4 0 v W 16 215 2 997 11171 3 247 6 608 1319 S 044 40,6 37.9 42.9 38.4 58.8 20.8 36.3
1977 & o . 16 368 3059 11 427 3 308 6 788 1 334 4 941 42,8 40,4 45,0 40,1 60.4 22.5 37.7
1976 . o v o 0 4 W 15 968 3 063| 10 941 3 134 6 526 1 282 5 027 43,6 41,3 45,2 40,6 60.8 22.3 40.6
1975 , . . oo .. 15 737 3 019| 10 928 3 o068 6 668 1193 4 808 44,4 41,8 46,3 41,0 62.8 21.8 40.6
197, L., 14 983 2 909| 10 537 2910 6 502 1125 4 446 43,9 42,6 45,5 40,2 62.5 20,4 40.4
1974 . . 0 v 0w W] 18 324 2 964| 10 698 2 983 6 Suy 1 201 4 626 44,8 43,4 46.0 40,8 62,6 2147 42,1
1973 0 0 0 v v s v e .| 14 487 2 947| 10 048 2 147 6 144 1157 4 400 44,4 44,3 46,0 40,4 61.9 22,7 41,0
1972, . . . . oL . L] 16622 3 165| 10 037 2 737 6 137 1163 4 585 46,6 47,7 47,2 41,4 63,9 23,0 45,2
1971, 4 v 4 v 4 14 368 3 268 9 761 2 662 5 888 1211 4 607 47,9 51,4 48.4 43,0 64,5 25.1 46,7
s oee . s 13716 3 223 9 125 2 403 5 558 1 164 4 591 47,0 52,8 46,4 40,0 62.9 24.1 48,3
e e e o W] 12973 3 217 8 639 2 323 5 167 1 149 4 334 47.8 §3,2 48,0 41.5 66,2 25,0 47.5
1968 , . . v o o 4. .. 12 709 (NA) 8 521 2 193 5 198 1133 4 188 47,7 (NA) 47,2 40.3 65.1 24.5 48,7
1967 . . . o v s s . .| 12695 (NA) 8 333 2 184 4 968 1 184 4 362 48,7 (NA) 46.8 41,0 63.5 25.9 52.8
19667, & 4 . ¢ 4 4 e o o] 12 802 (NA) 8 330 2 141 4 936 1 253 4 072 49,6 (NA) 48.3 41.1 67.4 2646 52.3
1966 . . . . .. ... .| 12358 (NA) 8 287 2 132 4 922 1233 4 071 49.4 (NA) 48,1 41,0 67,2 26,1 52.3
1965 . . . . o4 o v . .| 12 968 (NA) 8 896 2 330 5 196 1 370 4 072 54,0 (NA) 54.3 46,7 73,1 32.1 53.2
1968 . . . o v 0 w0 . .| 12 760 (NA) 8 604 2 235 5 023 1 346 4 156 53.4 (NA) 52.4 446 70.8 31.1 55.7
1963 . . . o oo 4 v . .| 12835 (NA) 8 874 2 351 5 113 1 410 3 961 56,0 (NA) 55,4 48,2 74.8 32.8 57.3
19627, . . . .. ... .| 12719 (NA) 8 787 2 372 4 927 1488 .3 932 57.2 (NA) 56.8 5¢.0 76.7 34,5 58.2
1961 . o 4w o o o 0. . .| 12612 (NA)Y 8 513 2 329 4 578 1 606 4 099 57.8 (NA) 56.5 50,2 73.7 38.1 60.5
1960 . . . . .. .. .. 12 260 (NA) 8 394 2 292 4 625 1477 3 846 56,8 (NA) 56.6 49,7 77.3 34,9 57.4
1959 4 4 v o 0w w e o W] 1181 (NA) 7T 976 2 238 4 559 1182 3 835 57.1 (NA) 56.2 49,7 79.4 29.8 59.1
WHITE
1979 o o o v o v o v . W] 10 047 2 698 5 385 1 709 3 091 585 4 362 33.4 38,2 31.7 28,7 46.6 13,3 34.9
1978 0 . . o s e e . 9 623 2 439 3 481 1 767 3 149 565 4 142 33.0 34,7 32.5 29.9 47,8 12,9 33.7
1977 ¢ L . . o e . 9 826 2 540 8 708 1 822 3 318 571 4118 34,7 37.7 34,1 31,3 49,6 13.6 35.6
1976 . . v 0 s e e ., 9 749 2 566 5 546 1 748 3 229 569 4 203 36.2 38.7 34.8 32.0 50,9 13.8 38.3
1975 ¢ 4 0 o o 0 0 v 9 792 2 541 5 798 179 3 45y 554 3 994 37.6 39,5 37.2 33.3 54.2 14,5 38.2
19747, & 4 v v w0 v . 9 1431 2 418 5 488 1 636 3 343 479 3 683 36,3 39,8 35.4 31.4 53,8 12.0 37.9
1979 4 4 v 4 v 0 0 0 b . 9 355 2 454 5 821 1 661 3 64 496 3 834 37.1 40,4 35.7 31.9 53.4 12.5 39.5
1973 , . .. ., . 8 798 2 512 5 064 1 539 2 996 529 3 733 36,9 42,2 35.4 31,7 51,2 14,7 39.1
1972 . L o 0 v 0 e . 6 679 2 713 -4 966 1543 2 910 543 3 912 39.0 45,8 36.1 32.4 52.7 15.3 43.4
1971 o o v 0 0 s 0w o 9 207 2 849 5 281 1871 3 044 666 3 926 41,3 49,7 39.1 35.0 55.4 18.9 44,7
1970 4 o v 4 v 0 e 0 W 8 7287 2 819 4 797 1 418 2 786 593 3 931 40,2 50,7 36.3 32.2 53.4 16,5 46.3
19692, . . . v v v . . .| B 281 2 784 4 599 1 391 2 566 642 3 682 40,7 50.8 37.4 33.4 56,1 18.1 45.6
1968 , ., & . .. 8 051 (NA) 4 480 1 306 2 539 635 3571 40.5 (NA) 36.7 32.2 54.5 18.3 46.5
1967 , . . . .. 8 141 (NA) 4 391 1 329 2 380 682 3 750 41,3 (NA) 36.2 33.2 51,9 1943 51.0
19667, , . , .. 8 139 (NA) 4 648 1 348 2 550 780 3 491 42,4 (NA) 37.9 33.4 56.6 2044 50.2
1966 , . . . .. 8 117 (NA) 4 626 1 342 2 548 739 3 491 42,2 (NA) 37.7 33.3 86.5 19.8 50.2
1965 , P e e 8 574 (NA) 5 098 1514 2 173 811 3 476 46,6 (NA) 44,1 39.2 63.2 24.4 51.0
1964 .. L Lo e .. 8 479 (NA) 47912 1 444 2 674 794 3 567 46,1 (NA) 41.9 37.2 6uU.4 23,2 53.6
1963 , . L L L. 0. .. 8 356 (NA) 4 964 i 481 2 672 811 3 392 47.7 (NA) 43,7 39.0 64,2 23.8 55.3
1962 ¢ 4 v v v v o v W W 8 202 (NA) 4 858 1 494 2 519 845 3 344 48,8 (NA) 45.0 41.2 65.5 25.4 55.6
1961 ¢ o o 4 v 0 0w . W 8 527 (NA) 5033 1511 2 572 950 3 494 50,7 (NA) 46.6 41,9 64.8 29.5 58.0
1960 & o v 4 v 4 0w W W 8 533 (NA) 5 231 1 529 2 786 916 3 302 50,1 (NA) 47,4 41,6 70.8 26.8 55.1
1959 & o v v 0 i w0 .. 8 27 (NA) 4 983 1 488 2 737 758 3 288 50.9 (NA) u7.4 42,0 73.1 23,5 57.4
BLACK
1979 . v v 0 o s 0 0 . 6 594 537 5 725 1473 3 369 883 800 63.4 67,2 64,9 60.6 74.5 4741 54,7
1978 . o v v v b v v W W 6 307 530 5 461 1 414 3 317 729 846 62,1 65,3 62.8 59,2 74,7 39,2 57.8
1977 0 0 v v o b w v 6 296 495 5 521 1411 3 365 746 774 64,9 63,4 66,4 62.0 76,6 45,4 55.8
1976 & 4 o v 0w v v W W 5 973 476 5 220 1 338 3192 689 782 65,0 62,9 65.9 62,2 75.4 44,7 59.4
1975 ¢ 4 o 4 4 0 0 o & W 5 751 483 5 008 1236 3 147 626 743 64,5 61,2 65.2 61,7 76.3 40,4 60.0
19747, . L. ... ... 5 691 470 4 961 1234 3 106 621 729 65,7 67.1 66.3 63.8 76,1 42,3 62.1
1978 4 0 v 4 0 0 6 0 . W 5 789 488 5 033 1 249 3 113 671 756 66.8 69,1 67.2 64,4 76.6 45,3 64,3
1973 . 0 o v v h e L 5 452 421 4 842 1170 3 051 621 610 66,1 63,6 67.4 63,3 77.8 43.9 57.7
1972 ¢ 0 0 v e 0 0 v W W 5 449 439 4 811 1187 3 057 898 637 66,9 65,2 67,5 63,5 79.1 41.5 62.3
1970 4, 0 v v v s h e . 4 993 412 4 334 1 058 2 T4 529 659 67,5 68,9 67,7 64,4 70.5 42,1 66.1
1970 v o v 0 0 0 v 0w W 4 866 389 4 233 968 2 708 559 631 67.9 73,8 68.0 63,1 77.0 47,7 66.8
19697, ., . . .. ... 4 526 409 3 916 905 2 523 488 610 69, 77.0 70.7 65,5 80.5 47.8 62.6
1968 & o v v 4 4 4w . . 4 493 (NA) 3 906 858 2 560 488 587 69.1 (NA) 69.4 64,7 80.5 43.6 67.2
1987 . v v v b i e . 4 435 (NA) 3 843 832 2 523 488 592 70.2 (NA) 70.5 65,4 80.7 46,3 68.4
19667, , o . 0 0 e 0 . . 4 172 (NA) 3 621 181 2 342 498 551 .2 (NA} 74.8 68,6 85,1 52.4 70.6
SPANISH ORIGIN?®
1979 0 . v 4 0 b w 1 414 83 1 188 344 132 112 193 57.4 60,7 59.5 57.9 70,1 31,1 47.4
1978 , . . ... .. 1 3 71 1 144 324 721 98 170 60,4 53,8 63,0 59.8 75.0 31.4 47,8
1977 , . o . o4 0. 1 382 68 1214 342 758 113 168 61,2 50,2 63.9 60,9 ©75.8 33,6 47,0
1976 , . ..., .. 1 366 66 1 189 331 736 122 178 64,9 51,2 67.3 64,0 77.9 39,9 52.4
1975 . o o v 0w h 1430 7 1 268 341 820 107 162 66.8 58,7 68.9 65,3 80,7 35,3 54.3
19747 tr e e e e 1 265 69 1132 280 753 99 134 64,2 63,3 65.7 60,6 78.0 33.4 54.5
1974 c ot e e e e 1 267 (NA) 113 283 T44 104 136 64,1 (NA) 65.3 60.7 76.8 35,0 55.5
1973 ¢ v v 6 0 a0 0 v 1155 (NA) 1 042 286 703 83 113 66.1 (NA) 67.9 62.3 79.7 3404 52.8
"BASED ON REVISED METHODOLOGY; SEE TEXT FOR EXPLANATION,

'FOR 1979, INCLUDES MEMBERS OF

MEMBERS ARE INCLUDED IN THE

2BEGINNING WITH MARCH 1970 CPS,
3PERSONS OF SPANISH ORIGIN MAY BE OF aNY
* INCLUDES FEMALE UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS.

NOTE:

UNRELATED

SUBFAMILIES NOT SHOWN SEPARATELY, FOR EARLIER YEARS,
*IN FAMILIES' CATEGORIES,
DATA BASED ON 1970 CENSUS POPULATION CONTROLS,

RACE.

UNRELATED SUBFAMILY

; SEE APPENDIX FOR EXPLANATION,

FOR THE YEAR 1959, DATA FOR PERSONS 65 YEARS AND OVER AND FOR BLACKS ARE BASED ON 1-IN~1000 SAMPLE OF 1960 CENSUS.
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Table 2. Persons Below 125 Percent of the Poverty Level, by Family Status, Type of Family, Race, and Spanish Origin:
1959 to 1979—Continued ,

(NUMBERS [N THOUSANDS, PERSONS AS OF MARCH OF THE FOLLOWING YEAR. FOR MEANING OF SYMBOLS, SEE TEXT)

NUMBER BELOW $25% OF POVERTY LEVEL ) PERCENT BELOW 125% OF POVERTY LEVEL
TOTAL® IN FAMILIES TOTAL! "IN FAMILIES
YEAR RELATED UNRE- RELATED UNRE-
65 YEARS CHILOREN OTHER LATED 65 YEARS CHILOREN OTHER LATED
ALL AND . HOUSE- UNDER | FAMILY INDI- ALL AND HOUSE- UNDER | FAMILY INDI-
PERSONS OVER TOTAL | HOLDER |18 YEARS | MEMBERS | VIDUALS | PERSONS OVER TOTAL| HOLDER [18 YEARS | MEMBERS | vIDUALS
PERSONS -IN ALL
OTHER FAMILIES®
ALL RACES
1979 .y v o u w . . . W] 18 660 2 600 15 999 4 345 6 420 5 235 2 622 10.6 16,4 9.7 8.7 12.9 8,0 22.9
1978 , o 4w v 4 v e . o] 17 939 2 425 15 381 4 170 6 209 5 002 2 558 10,2 15,9 9.3 8.5 12.2 77 23.9
1977 0 o o v v s v o o W] 19 292 2 443 16 749 4 408 6 993 5 348 2 542 11.0 16,4 10.1 9.0 13,6 8.3 25.4
1976 o o v ¢ v ¢ o o« o 19542 2 458 17 167 4 813 7 165 5 489 2 3715 11.1 16,7 10.3 9.2 13.5 8,8 26.2
1975 . 4 v 0 o v 0 0 . o] 21 446 2 476 19 199 4 907 8 294 5 998 2 247 12.2 17.1 11.5 1041 15.3 9.3 26.8
19747, . v o v v . . o 18 683 2 320 16 549 4 285 7 136 5 128 2 134 10.7 16.2 9.9 8.8 12,9 8.1 26.9
197 , ., . ., .o 19 291 2 510| 17 08% 4 483 7 240| " 5 361 2 206 11,0 17,6 10.2 9.2 13.1 8,5 28.0
1973 . . .| 18 380 2 375 | 16 461 4 297 6 930 5 235 1919 10,8 18,5 9.8 8.9 12.2 8.4 25.4
1972 , . ., ., .o 20031 2 56| 18 171 4 611 7 923 5 640 1 860 11,5 19,0 10.8 9.7 13.7 9.1 27.9
970, . .0, .. 22 133 3 005| 20 188 5 099 8 Bug 6 241 1 945 12,7 22,3 12,0 10,8 14,9 10.1 30.4
970 . ., . . ., .o 21 909 3 306 20 097 5 113 8 739 6 245 1812 12,7 25,2 12.0 11,1 14.6 10.2 30.3
19692, , . .., - o] 21 691 3 430 19 910 5 030 8 753 6 127 1 781 12,6 26,7 11.9 10,9 14.4 10.2 32.4
1968 , . . . . 23 195 (NAY | 21 534 5 206 9 88s 6 443 1 661 13.6 (NA) 13.0 11,6 15,9 11.0 31.9
1967 , ., . . . 26 511 (NA) | 24 872 6 088| 11 349 7 435 1 639 15.6 (NA) 15.1 13,7 18,2 12,8 33.8
PR 28 865 (NA) | 27 240 6 4961 12 731 8 013 1625 17.1 (NA) 16.6 14.8 20.4 13.9 36.2
e 28 258 (NA) | 26 642 6 352 2 488 7 802 1 616 16,8 (NA) 16.3 14,8 20,0 13,6 36.0
PP 33195 (NAY | "31 534 7 282| 14 859 9 413 1 661 19.8 (NA) 19.4 16.8 23,8 16.5 37.1
e 37 059 (NAY | 35 269 8 066 16 T14| 10 489 1 790 22,3 (NA) 21.9 18,8 26.8 18,7 38.9
1963 . 4 o o o v o 0. o] 37 942 (NAY | 36 099 8 446 16 Bus| 10 805 1 843 23,1 (NA) 22.6 19.8 27.2 19.5 43,1
1962 . . v o oy o o . 4| 40 399 (NAY [ 38 492 8 965 18 163 11 384 1 907 24,9 (NA} 24.4 21.2 29.8 20.8 44,8
1961 ., . o . o v o .. .| 41 668 (NAY | 39 849 9 403| 18 462 11 984 1819 26.1 (NA) 25.7 22.6 31.0 22.3 41.6
1960 o . v vy o o . ]| 42 319 (NA)Y | 80 617 9 2331 19 249| 12 135 1 702 26,8 (NA) 26.4 22.6 32,5 22.6 40.7
1959 , , . . 0. . . . ] 43132 (NAY | 41 328 9585 19 712 12 061 1 804 27.7 (NA) 27.3 23.6 33.8 22.8 42.8
WHITE )
1979 . . o . 0w . . . o] 16 546 2 097t 12 575 '3 s23 4 912 4 141 1 986 9.2 14,6 8.5 7.8 11.2 7.0 20.4
1978 . . 4 o v . . . . o] 14 108 1 941| 12 190 3 435 4 786 3 999 1 914 9.0 13,9 8.2 7.6 10.6 6.8 21.3
1977 4 o o o v o o o o o] 14 830 1911 12 889 3 522 8 229 4 138 1 922 9.4 14,1 8.7 7.9 11,5 7.1 23.2
1976 4 4 o o ¢ 4 o o 4 of 14 988 1 994 13 162 3 612 5 316 4 235 1 826 9.5 14,9 8.8 8.1 11.4 7.3 23.9
1975 4 v v o v o 4 o4 o] 16 803 1 975 15 100 4 026 6 350 4 724 1 703 10,7 14,9 10.1 9.0 13,3 8.2 24.2
19747, o o L v 4. o . 4| 14315 1 865 12 s83 3 416 5 287 3 980 1 632 9.1 14,2 8.4 7.7 10.8 6,9 24.9
1974, L 0 s 0w .. 0] 14 676 2 037| 13 008 3 575 5277] & 156 1 668 9.3 15,5 8.6 8.1 10,8 7.2 25.5
1973 . v . o o w o .| 13 843 2 0511 12 396 3 395 5 013 3 988 1447 8.8 16,0 8.2 7.7 10.0 7.0 23.3
1972 , o o . o, 4 o . .| 15 285 2 125 13 898 3 720 5 835 4 342 1 388 9.7 17,1 9.1 8.5 11.3 747 25.3
1971 y v o v v v 4w o . W] 17 010 2 501| 15 510 4121 6 522 4 867 1 500 10,8 20,3 10.2 9.5 12.4 8.7 27.6
1970 o v v 0 o 4 0 4 . .| 16 645 2 807 15 248 4 087 6 294 4 867 1397 10,7 23.2 10.1 9.7 11.8 8.8 27.9
19692, . . . . . . . . .| 16 243 2 956 14 894 4 002 6 176 4 716 1 349 10,5 24,9 9.9 9.5 11.4 8.7 30.0
1968 4 o & v o 4 v v . 4| 17 458 (NA) | 16 186 4 181 6 991 5 014 1272 11,3 (NA) 10.8 10,1 12.7 94 29.7
1967 L L . . ., . .. .| 19 863 (NAY | 18 601 4 852 7 987 5 762 1 262 13,0 (NA) 12.5 11.9 14.5 10,9 31.8
1966 , o o v o 4 4 4 . 4| 21 340 (NAY | 20 086 5 104 8 910 6 072 1 254 14.1 (NA) 13.6 12,7 - 16.2 11.7 33.5
19667, , . . .. ... .| 20 780 (NA)Y | 19 534 4 963 8 692 5 879 1 246 13.8 (NA) 13.3 12.4 15.8 11.3 33.3
1965 o o o . 0. . W . 4| 204 516 (NA) | 23 218 S 711 | 10 349 7 158 1 298 16,3 (NA) 15.8 14,4 18.8 13.8 35.4
1964 . v o o o s o v . .| 28 009 (NA) | 26 682 6 476 | 11 894 8 282 1357 18.8 (NA) 18.4 16.5 21.7 16,2 36.1
1963 o v v o v 0 0 o .o 28 799 (NA)| 27 334| 6 698 12 238 8 401 1 468 19.5 (NA) 19.0 17.2 22,3 1647 40.8
1962 , ., , e o 0w o] 30 642 (NAY | 29 227 7178| 13 242 8 807 1415 21,0 (NA) 20,5 18,5 24,5 17.8 40.7
1961 & v v o v s o o W | 31985 (NAY| 30 633 7 616| 13 S4g 9 469 1 382 22.3 (NA) 21.9 19.9 25.7 19,4 37.9
1960 ¢ o 4 0 o4 4. . .| 32893 (NAY | 31 290 7 487 | 14 164 9 669 1 303 23.0 (NA) 22.6 19.9 27.1 19.8 38.2
T1959 L . s e v w0 e .| 335MT (NA)| 32 215 T 721] 14 24 9 770 1 362 23,9 © (nay 23.% 20.7 28.6 20,1 39.8
BLACK
1979 4 o v o v o 0 0w 3 473 457 2 855 696 1 251 908 596 23,2 37,4 21.5 19,3 27.4 17.7 36,3
1978 , . . . . .. 3 289 443 2 18 618 1 240 857 574 22,2 38,8 20.4 17.6 26,2 16,8 39.2
1977 4« 0 v o e e e 3 840 482 3 306 751 1 520 1 034 534 25,6 41,9 24,4 21.3 31,3 2041 36.3
1976 4 v 4 v v 6 4 0w 3 904 431 3 421 ! 1 564 1 089 483 25,7 39,4 24.6 21,1 30,9 20.9 37.4
1975 ¢ 4 v v v s u v 4 4 037 473 3 552 780 1 650 1122 484 26.6 44,8 25.4 21.8 31.4 21.7 41.7
19747, v v v v e e 3 894 411 3 4558 779 1 658 1 018 439 25,9 40,3 24,9 21.9 31.3 20,4 37.1
1974 . v v 0 0 s w0 .. 4 070 424 3 607 806 1 737 1 063 463 26.9 41,7 25.8| = 22.7 32.7 20,9 39.5
1973 0 v i v v e e 0w . 4 088 478 3 697 816 1 745 1136 391 26.8 47,3 26.1 22.7 31.8 22,4 34.7
1972 , v v 0 v b h e . 4 314 404 3 906 809 1 907 1190 409 28, 43,4 27.9 23.5 34,3 23.9 40.7
1971 . o 0 0 s 0w . 4 746 462 4 362 914 2179 1 269 384 30.8 46,9 30,31 26.0 36.8 25.0 43.2
1970 6 0 v b 0 4 0w L. 4 801 464 4 445 940 2 234 1271 356 31,3 51,9 30.7 26.9 37.7 25.0 42,1
19692, o v 4 v 4 0w . 4 981 432 4 612 949 2 3718 1 288 369 3241 51.2 31.5 27.1 38.6 25.8 43,7
1968 , . ., . . . 5 369 (NA) S 034 964 2 133 1337 335 34.8 (NA) 34.4 29.0 41.9 27.9 41.7
1967 -y o 4 e .| -6 266 (NAY| -5-934 1 163 -3 174 1 597 ‘332 TH1.00 7 (NAYTT 4059 T 35,1 - 48,91 -°33,9[- ¢ 42.8
19667, o v v 4 44 W . 7 059 (NA) 6 731 1 310 3 587 1634 328 48,3 (NA) 45,1 38,3 53.7 38.0 50.7
SPANISH ORIGIN?
1979 0 v v v v v 0 0w 2 466 132 2 291 492 1 188 610 169 22.9 31,1 22.4 19.6 27.2 18,3 30.9
1978 & v v 0 v 0 0w L, 2 269 . 130 2 094 441 1 090 563 175 22,9 31,9 22.3 20.1 27.2| 17.8 33.1
1977 & 4 0 v 0 0 v 0 W 2 304 105 2 156 484 1106 595 148 23.5 27,5 23.1 20.6 27.7 18,9 33.7
1976 o v v v o 4 0w W 2 404 112 2 258 418 1159 .618 146 26.2 33,3 25.7 23,3 30.6 21.1 38.7
1975 4 ¢ v v v 4 0 0 4w 2 628 107 2 514 515 1 359 640 115 29.3 36.4 29.1 26.0 35.0 23.1 33.0
19787, 4 v 4 0w 4w . 2 258 98 2 129 439 1 154 536 129 24,5 33.1 24.0 21.8 29.0 18.6 34.8
1974 , f e e e 2 252 (NA) 2 117 437 1145 535 135 24,4 (NA) 23.9 21,7 28.8 18.6 36.7
1973 « v v v v a0 0 v 2 204 (NA) 2 120 412 1196 512 84 24.4 (NA) 24.3 21,1 29.7 18,6 26.9

"BASED ON REVISED METHODOLOGY; SEE TEXT FOR EXPLANATION,

= -YFORT1979,~IMCLUDES MEM3ERS OF“UNRELATED® ‘SUBFAMILTES™NOT ‘SHOWN 'SEPARATELY, "FOR EARCIER YEARS] UNRELATED "SUBFAMILY ™= o = Tem s
MEMBERS ARE INCLUDED IN THE 1IN FAMILIES* CATEGORIES

*BEGINNING WITH MARCH 1970 CPS, DATA BASED ON 1970 CENéus PORULATION CONTROLS; SEE APPENDIX FOR EXPLANATION.
>PERSONS OF SPANISH ORIGIN MAY BE OF ANY RACE.

>INCLUDES MALE UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS,

NOTEt FOR THE YEAR 1959, DATA #OR PERSONS 65 YEARS AND OVER AND FOR BLACKS ARE BASED ON 1-IN-1000 SAMPLE OF 1960 CENSUS.
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Table 3. Persons 65 Years and Over Below the Poverty Level, by Sex, Race, and Spanish Origin:
1959 and 1968 to 1979 .

(NUMBERS IN THOUSANDS, PERSONS AS OF MARCH OF THE FOLLOWING YEAR, FOR MEANING OF SYMBOLS, SEE TEXT)

NUMBER BELOW POVERTY LEVEL PERCENT BELOW POVERTY' LEVEL
IN FAMILIES : IN FAMILIES
YEAR
OTHER OTHER
HOUSE- FAMILY [ UNRELATED HOUSE~ FAMILY | UNRELATED
TOTAL TOTAL | HOLDER SPOUSE | MEMBERS [INDIVIDUALS TOTAL TOTAL HOLDER SPOUSE | MEMBERS |INDIVIDUALS
ALL _RACES
ALL PERSONS
1979 0 o v 0 W W 3 586 1 341 797 420 124 2 243 15.1 8,3 9.1 7.9 6.3 29.3
1978 , . . . .. 3 233 1 180 712 374 94 2 053 14.0 7.6 8.4 7.5 4.5 27.0
1977 4 o v 0 o W 3177 1176 710 364 102 2 001 14,4 7.8 8,6 7.5 4.8 27.3
1976 , . . . .. © 3313 1 185 726 353 106 2 129 15.0 7.9 8.9 7.5 4.8 30.3°
1975 . . . . ., 3 317 1 192 728 376 88 2 125 15.3 8,0 © 8,9 8.2 4.3 31.0
977, . L., . 3 085 1110 686 337 87 1975 14,6 7.6 8,5 7.3 4.4 30.3
1973 , . . .., 3 354 1 340 829 M 140 2 014 16.3 9.4 10.5 8.4 7.0 32.0
1972 , . . 0., 3 738 1 444 879 403 161 . 2295 18.6 10.4 11,6 9.7 7.3 37.1
1970 . . . . . 4 273 1.780 1 062 485 163 2 563 21.6 12,4 14,2 11.8 7.5 42,3
1970 4 & v 4 W W 4 709 1975 1 166 606 202 2 735 24.5 14,7 16,3 15.4 8.6 47.1
1969 . . . . . . 4 787 2 127 1239 646 243 2 660 25.3 16,0 17.5 17,2 10.0 47.3
1968 , , .. .. 4 632 2 048 1 200 576 272 2 584 25.0 15.4 17.0 15.8 10.7 48.8
1959, , . . .. 5 481 3 187 1 787 952 448 2 294 35.2 26.9 29,1 30.5 17.4 61.9
MALE
1979 . . . . .. 1 080 659 608 28 23 421 11.0 8,1 8,3 10.2 4.5 25.3
1978 , . . . ., 951 601 566 - 35 350 10.0 7.7 7.7 - 645 20.7
1977 . . . 0 . . 961 575 551 - 24 386 10.5 7.6 7.8 - 5.0 23.6
1976 . .« 0 4 & 988 585 561 - 25 403 10.8 7.7 8.0 - 4.3 25.9
1975 , ', . . .. 1013 603 585 - 18 410 11.4 8.1 8,3 - 4.5 27.8
19745, ., , ., 944 566 548 - 18 378 10.8 7.8 7.9 - 5.4 25.8;y
1973 o o . . 4 W 1 056 665 638 - 27 391 12.4 9.4 9.5 - 8.0 27.1
1972 , ., . . ., 1 096 718 686 - 32 378 13.1 10.4 10,7 - 6.7 26.3
1970 o o 0 0 0 Y 1 290 845 828 - 17 445 15,6 12,2 12.8 - 3.8 32.6
1970 4, o o 4 o W 1 552 1 003 964 R B 39 549 19.0 14,9 15.6 - 6.6 38.9
1969 , , . , . 1 626 1 059 976 - 83 567 20.2 16.0 16,4 - 12.3 39.8
1968 , . . . ., 1 613 1 039 946 - 93 574 20.3 15.7 15,9 - 13,3 43.4
1959, , . . .., (NA) (NA) 1 507 - (NA) 703 (NA) (NA) 29.1 - (NA) 59.0 |
FEMALE .
1979 . . . . . 2 505 682 189 392 100 1 822 17.9 8.6 13,0 7.8 648 30.4
1978 , o . . . 2 282 579 146 374 59 1 703 16,7 7.5 12,2 7.5 3.8 28.8 \
1977 . . o . ., 2 216 601 159 364 7 1 615 16.7 7.9 13.7 7.5 4,7 28.4 |
1976 o . . . 4 . 2 326 600 165 353 81 1726 17.9 8,0 14.4 7.5 5.0 31.5 |
1975 .y o 4 4 2 303 587 143 376 68 1716 18.1 8,0 1247 8.2 4,1 31.9 ‘
19747, . L, L, 2 140 543 137 337 69 1 597 17.3 7.4 12,3 7.3 4.2 31.6 =
1973 , . .4, 2 298 674 194 371 112 1 624 19.0 9.3 16.8 8.4 6.7 33.5
1972 ., . . . ., 2 642 725 193 403 129 1917 22.4 10.3 16,5 9.7 7.5 40.4
1970 o 4 0 . . 2 983 865 234 485 146 2 118 25.8 12.6 23,0 11.8 8.4 45,1
1970 v v 4 4 W 3 158 972 202 606 164 2 186 28,5 14,5 19,9 i5.4 9.4 49,7
1969 , ., . . .. 3 162 1 069 263 646 160 2 093 29.2 16,1 23,6 17.2 9.1 49,9
1968 , . . . ., 3 019 1 009 254 576 179 2 010 28.5 15,2 22,3 15.8 9.8 50.6
1959, . . ..., (NA) (NA) 280 949 (NA) 1591 (Na) (NA) 28,8 30.5 (NA) 63.3
WHITE
ALL PERSONS
1979 , . . . . 2 840 1 003 587 335 81 1 837 13.2 6.9 7.4 6.8 4.9
1978 , . ..., 2 530 882 520 303 59 1 647 12.1 6,2 6,8 6.5 3.3
1977 4 o v 0w 2" 426 809 472 281 56 1617 11,9 5.9 6.3 6.2 3.1
1976 , . ., 2 633 867 - 515 281 71 1 766 13.2 6.4 7.0 6.4 3.8
1975 . . .. ., 2 634 898 528 313 57 1736 13.4 6.7 7.1 7.2 3.3
1974T, L L. .. 2 460 836 502 L2719 55 1 624 12.8 6,3 6.9 6.5 3.3
1973 , 4 o 4 . W 2 698 988 595 300 - 93 1711 . 14,4 7.6 8.4 7.2 5.4 29,7
1972 , o 4 4 W 3 072 1 130 678 338 113 1 942 16.8 8,9 9,8 8.7 5.8 34.7
1971 . .